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_For the Committes:
1) "White Paper” on press-guidance (OPA, OGC; Di, NE)
*"We've already spoken to OPA who will be coording with the WH as well
2} Paperon motivationsifor Green on Blue viclanice (OSA)

3) Contact State Leg! Affairs for questions.on document destruction atconsulate {QCA)

For DCIA:

1) Cablefs) to| Iwaming of protess finked to the film and response (NE)
2) Cable(s) fo stations on 9/11 securlly (DS;NCS)

Please send Committee respoiises to OCA for 7th floor coord.
Please send DCIA responses-td ODCIA.

Thank youl

meﬁ Con 'fés—eron‘ai.hffatm.
Secure: T e
Open:
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[ 777 5. | Classification-BONFDENTIAL Classified By: 2... 09/14/2012 03:18:00 PM
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Date: -09/14/2012 03: .
Subject: Re: Looping ODNCS-—Re: Fw: FLASH coordina jon — white paper for HPSCI Per DCIA Request
Classification "CONHBENTIAEL-

Good point that it could be interpreted this way —pertiaps better stated that we know they participated in
the protests. We do-not knowwho was responsibie for the.deaths.

[T o744 ]

Director, Office of Terrorism Analysis
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Date: 09/14/2012 03:18 PM i
Subject: Re: Looping ODNCS — Re: Fw. FLASH coordination — wiiite paper for HPSCI Per DCIA Request
Classification: CONFIDENTAE—




CONFIDET :

Good question - 1|l defer to ¢! | ¢'d).given the CT angle.

(Added in OGC and OPA as well as.FYl).

Second tick says we know extremists with ties to AQ participated in the atiack, which implies compliciiy. n
the deaths of the American officers. Do we know this?

‘*.; ;Qj ) I Classification; CORFIDENTIAC Classified By: 2... 09/14/2012 62:52:57 PM
From: B NS |
To: Koi |
Cc: B - A | ol s
Cid o ]
7 I— o
= 1 i |
e — .‘( ‘-:
1;\4 (- {‘,)1 — ‘?'s 3 3 l
I F e ]
~ [ Stephen W. Preston/STF/AGENCY@WMA
Date: 08/14/2012 02:52 PM
Subject: Re: Looping ODNCS — Re; Fw: FLASH coordination-— white paper for HPSC! Per DCIA Request
Classification-CONHEBENTAL—

Second tick says we &row extremists with ties to AQ participated in the attack, which implies compticity in
the deaths of the American officers. Do we know this?

oA ] Classification "CONFIDENTIAL Classified By: 2... 09/14/2012-02:39:45 PM
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Date: 09/14/2012 0239 PM o
Subject: Looping ODNCS ~ Re: F: FLLASH coordination' —'white paper for HPSCI Per DCIA Requsst
Classification CONFDENTIAL—

S



We have looped in CDNCS and others.to ensure everyone- has a chance to review given the
urgency at which this-is.being requested.

For ODNCS - at this moming HPSCI coffee with DCIA, HPSCI members:eagerly sought some
sort of "white paper” they couid use to reply to numerous media requests asking for comments
on cther inflammatory press articles regarding the Benghazi attacks.

HPSCY has asked for uncisssified points Immedistely that they can.use in talking to the media. | have

been asked to provide a bit on responsibility. NE is pulling together the final product. In addition to other
topics, NE will add material about warnings we gave to Cairo prior lo the demonstrations, as well 8s

mafterial cn warnings we issued prior io /17 ann/ve/saa/ Pleass take a quick look to see if you believe

Hatthisis A) accurate and 8) unclass.

For CTC/Legal, ._E J bsked that { send this to you and anybody you think needs.lo see in OGC o
make sure thiet nothing we are.saying hiere is likely to impact any polential future legal prosecution .

Thanks

e e belleve based on.cumrently available information that the aftacks in Benghazi were spontanaously
inspired by the protests.at the US Embassy in.Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US
Consulste and subseguently-its anhex. This assessment may. change as additional information is
collected and analyzed and currently- available information continueés fo be evaluated .

o  The crowd alinost certaiiily was a mix of. individuals from acréss many sectors of Libyan society . That
being said, we do know that {slamic extremisis with lies to a/-Qa’ida participated in the atlack.

® [nitial press reporting linked e attack o Ansar al-Shara. The group hias since released a statement
that the its leadership did not order the attacks, but did not deny that some of its members were
involved: Ansar al-Shana's facebook page aims o spread shania in Libya and emphasizes the need.
for jihad to counier what it views as false interprelstions of Islam, according to an open.source study.

e  The wide.availability-of weapons and-axperienced fighters in L/bya almostceriainly contributed o the
lethalfty. of the attacks. ;

o SinceApnil, there have been at least five otfier attdcks 3gsinst forelgn ifiterests in Benghaziby
unideniified assailants, including the Jiirie atiack against the British Ambassador's convey. We
cannot rule-out that individuals had previously . surve///ed the US facilities , also contibuiing to the

efficacy of the attacks.

®  WVe are working with Libyan authorities and intelfigence pariners in an effort to help bring lo justice
those responsible for.the deaths of US citizens.

| £ G | ‘Classification: CONFIDENTHAL Classified By: 2... 09/14/2012 02:27:13 PM
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To: [ Av= |
Date: 09/14/2012 02:27 PM
Subject: Fw: FLASH coordination — white paper for HPSCI

ClassificationTCONFIBENTAL—_ = | = =

e e

Somry, sent fo the-wrong { .

.{?L,

Director, Office of Terrorism Analysis

secure:
open:

—Forwardedby| ., 7 L7.) on 0811472012 02:27. PM —
From: O o |

To: O l

Date: AU PM

Subject: __ Fw: FLASH coordination — white paper for HPSCI
Classification:-CONRDENTAL

| gidn't ask NE/INT. Just CTC/INT.
Please see the one suggested addition from CGC.

Let me know if you need-anything else.. Also, please be sure that. Dl FO gets. acopy.

T e
Dlrector Ofﬂce of Terrorism Analysis
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~CONFIDENTIAL

D Fowé€C |
Dater - 09/14/2012-12:23 PM~ -
Subject: -Re: FLASH coordination — white paper for HPSCI
Classification: CONFIDENTAE—

., |- itve consuited with colleagues and the only statement that might have implications for
_future prosecution is the first buliet. recommend adding the text indicated to add some
insulation: please let me know.if you have any questions. thanks,

Cr 4 74 Classification: C@NF*BENJ?@AL:C}assiﬁed By:2... 09/14/2012 11:15:24 AM
From: | FAA o] |
To:
CTE DEC AE, S
Cc: ’
Date: 09/14/2012.11:15 AM
Subject: FLASH coordination — white paper for HPSCI

Classification-CONFBENTAL

—===

HPSCI has asked for unciassified points Immediately that they-can use.in falking to the media. | have
been asked to provide a bit on responsibility. NE is pulling together the final product. In addition to other
topics, NE wiil add material about'warmings we gave to Cairo prior to the demonstrations, as well as
material on wamnings we issued prior to 9/11 anniversary. Please take a quick look to ses If you believe

that this is A} accurate and B )-unclass:

For CTC/Legal,[ T, |asked that ! send this to you and anybody you think needs to see in OGC to
make sure that nothing we are saying here is iikely to impact any potential future legal prosecution .

Thanks

We believe based on currently available Information that the attacks in-Benghiazi were spontaneously
inspired by. the protests at the.US Enibassy in Cairo and evolved into'a difect assauit against the US
Consulate and subseguently its annex. This assessment may change as additional-information.is
collectéd and analyzed and currently available information continues to beevaluated.



CONFIDENTIAL-

The crewd almost certainly was a mix of individuals from across many sectors of Libyan society . That
being said; we do know that Islamic extremists with ties.to al-Qa'ida participated in the attack.

Initial press: reporting finksd the attack to:Arsar al-Sharia. The group has since releasad a statement
that the its leadership did not order. the attacks, but did not deny that some of its members were
involved. Ansar al-Sharia's facebook page aims to spread shariain Libya and emphasizes the need
for jihad to counter what it views as'false intérpretations of iSlam, according to.an open source study.

The wide availability of weapons and experienced fighters in Libya almost certainly contributed to the-
iethality of the attacks.

Since April, there have been at least five other attacks against foreign interests in Benghazi by
unidenttfied assailants, includirig the June attack against the British Ambassadar's.convoy. We
cannot rule out that individuals had previously surveilled the.US facilities , also contributing to the

efficacy of the attacks.

We are working with Libyan authorifies and intelligence partners.in-an effort to help bring to justice
those responsible for.the.deaths ef US citizens..

L {frezd |

2. of Terrcrism Analysis

Director, Office
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open
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Classification: CONFIDENTIAt—
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From: [z a™) _ :

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 11:17 AM

“o: : Vietor, Tommy | .

Je: Rhodes, Benjamiind.;[ Vo> < TS

Subject: Congressional falking points.en route-this aftemoon for coord
Tommy: .

Echoing my voicemail to you:

You should be seeing some “White Paper” talking points-from usthis afternoon for coordination. They are for
Congressional use, per théir request, re Benghazi issues..

Thanks, ~

Chief, Media Relations
CIA Office of Public Affairs

L ]



Fridav. Septernber 14, 2012 3:00 PM
270 it | .

‘Cleaned HPSCI TPs

CleanedHPSCI Talkin

 Polrits for Usé with the Media.doc



" HPSCI Talking Points for Use with the Media
14 September 2012

We believe based.on currently available:information that the atiacks in Benghazi
were spontaneously inspired by the protests-at the US Embassy in Cairo and
evolved into a direct assault against the. US Consulate and subsequently its annex.
This assessment may change:as additional information is collected and analyzed
and currently available information continues to be svaluated.

The crowd almost certainly was a mix of individuals from across many sectors of
Libyan society. That being said, we do know that Islamic extremists with ties to al-
Qa'ida participated in the attack.. '

Initial press reporting linked the attack 10 Ansar al-Sharia: The group has since
released a statement that the its leadership did not order the attacks, but did not
deny that some of its members were involved. Ansar al-Sharia’s facebook page.aims
to spread sharia in Libya and emphasizes the need for jihad to counter what it views
as false-interpretations of Islam, according to an open source study.

The wide availability of weapons and experienced fighters in Libya almost certainly
contributed to the lethality of the aftacks.. ™

Since April, there have been at least five other attacks against foreign interests in
Benghazi by unidentified assailants, including the June attack against the British
Ambassador's convoy. We cannot rule out that individuals had previously surveilled
the US facilities, also contributing to the efficacy of the attacks.

We are working with Libyan authorities and intelligence-partners in an effort fo help
bring to justice those respornisible for the deaths of US:citizens.



From: [ .
éent: ' Friday, September 14, 2012 3:04 PM
o: i ommy; Rhodes, Benjamin J;[ A 55 e o ]
Ce: /r_ ; ‘(‘ \‘,
Subject: -HPSCl talking: points for review.
CoEEeagués:

HPSCI has requested talking points from the DCIA for use with'the media.

Please review the below.and respond with-your comments ASAP:

Tha

riks very much,

Chief, Med:ia Relations

CIA

* We are working with Libyan authorities and intél!igenée‘fp'artaeysjn an effort.to help bring to Justic

Office of Public Affairs

HPSCI Talking Polnts for Use withi the Media
14 September’2012

We believe based on currently available information that the attacks in Benghazi were spontaneously inspired by
the protests at the US Embassy in Calro and evolved into a direct assault against the US Consulate and subsequently
its annex. This assessment may change as additional information is collected-and analyzed and currently availzble

information continues to be evaluated:

The crowd alimost certainly was a mix:of'-indiyidua!s from across many sectors-of Libyan society. That being sald, we
do know that Islamic extremists with ties to.al-Qa'ida participated in'the attack.

Initial press reporting linked the attack'to Ansar al-Sharia. The group has since released a statement thatits
leadership did not order the attacks, but did not deny that some of its 'meh_'lherswere involved. Ansar al-Sharia’s
Facebook page aims'to spread sharia i Libya and emphasizes-the need for-jihad to counter what it views as false

interpretations of islam, according to an épen source study.

The wide availability of weapons and-experienced fighters in Libya almost certainly contributed to the lethality of

the attacks.

against foreign intérests in Benghazi by unidentified

Since April, there have been atleast five other attacks
assailants, including the June attack against the Rritish.Amibassador's convoy. We cannat rule out that individuals

had previously survéilled the US facilities, also contributing to the gfﬁcécy of the attacks.

e those

responsible for the deaths of US citizens.

vg.f



From: [__ )

Sent: - lthda_y Settember-14, 2012.3:27 PM ___

~o: ¢ - . Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin.J.i| S 0885 ]
cuv/ Y Ten

Ce: LS I_"—‘__..__.

Subject: : ~"RE: HPSCI talking points for review

Co!leagut_es:

We stiil have a number of components coordinating here on thése points.and we will have further edits. We are multi-
tasking due to the time constraints. '

. 'l send you an updated version around 1600 today.

Thanks, .

From{ (/¢ .1
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 3:04 PM
To: Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin J.;.l K s 55 pun STEisS
Subject: HPSCI talking points for review

Colleagues:

APSCi has requested talking points from the DCIA for use-with the media.
Please review the below and respond with your comments ASAP. .

Thanks very much,

o8
i3 ;’%}.A

LY

Chief, Media Relations
CiA Office of Public Affairs'

L

HPSCi Talking Points for Use with.the Media
14 September 2012

We believe based on currently available information that the attacks:in Benghaziwere spontaneously inspired by
the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct assault-agalnst the US Consulate-and subsequently
its annex. This assessment may change as additional information 5 coltected and analyzed and currently available

information.continues to be evaluated.

The crowd alimost certainly was a mix:ofifdividuals from ‘across many sectors of Libyan society. That being said, we
do know that Islamic extremists with ties to-al-Qa'ida participated in'the attack.

\J\r‘



From: Stzphen'W. Preston ’ Sibject: Re: Eooping ODNCS — Re: Fw: FLASH coordination —
General Counsel : " white paper for HPSCI Per DCIA Request L
T [fee A Fe ] _
:QC:. £ e ’_ J A -,"“ p e N i_:]
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Date: 09/14/2012 04:20.PM " < 7¢ ——
This:message [s digitally signed.

Classification:-CONFBENTAL

Foiks, | know there s 2 hurry to getthis out, but we needto hold it lorig enough to ascertain whether
providing it conflicts with express instructions fram NSS/DOJ/FBI that, in light of the criminal investigation,
we are not to generate statements with assessments asto who did this, etc. — even internally, not to
mention for public release.. 1 am copying| L4 FPwho may be more familiar with those instructions and
the tasking arising from the HPSC! coffee. oo

| Vs ! Classiﬁcatiﬁ'n.—eeﬁFfDENﬂALCiassiﬁed By: 2... 09/14/2012 03:29:32 FM
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Ce: ’ _ ]
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Date: 09/14/2012.03:29 PM

Subject: Re: Looping ODNCS — Re: Fw: FLASH coordination — white paper for HPSCI Per DCIA Request
Classification: CONFIDENTHAL-

P T e T e e

OGC coords. on the TPs, including the ¢hange to the:second tick ncted by e

All content within this'email; Includifig attachmenis and email threads, Caﬂy_the controls’
" bven when not specified-in the ciassification lind uniess-otherwise noted .




JUNCLASSIFI ED

From:r{_; 4 0 Subject: HPSCI White Paper Talking Points for review before
Chief, Media Relations Branch _White House
Cffice of Public Affairs . 7o - VAl e
Date: 09/14/2012 04:42 PM . . — >
e G [ mv SNeri-R el &

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED

For review bafore sending to the White House:

-
%

HPSCI White Paper Talking Points for Use with the Media
14 September 2012

o The curréntly available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi
were spontaneously inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and
evolved into a direct assault against the US Consulate and subsequently its annex.
This assessment may change as additional information is collected and analyzed
and currently available information continues to be evaluated. On 10 September we
warned of social media reports calling for a demonstration in front of the Embassy
and that jihadists were threatening to break into the Embassy. '

eThe crowd almost certainly was a mix of individizals from across many sectors of
Libyan society.. The investigation is on-going as to who is responsible. That being
said, wé do know that Islamic extremists participated in the violent demonstrations .

elnitial press reporting linked the attack to Ansar al-Sharia. The group has since
released a statement that its leadership did not order the aftacks , but did not deny
that some of its members were involved. Ansar al-Sharia's Facebook page aims to
spread sharia in Libya and emphasizes the need for jihad to counter what it views as

false inferpretations of Islam .,accqrding to an-open source study. -

«The wide availability of weapons and experienced fighters in Libya aimost cettainly
contributed to the lethality of the attacks. X - '

UNCLASSIFIED

;o
e
A



UNCLASSIFIED

=The Agency. has produced numerous pieces on the treat of extremists linked to-
al-Qaeda in Benghazi and eastern Libya. These noted that, since April, there have
been af least five other attacks against foreign interests in Benghazi by unidentified
assailants, including the June aftack against the British Ambassador's convoy. We
cannot rule out that individuals had previously surveilled the US facilities, also
contributing to the efficacy of the attacks. )

«The US Government is working with Libyan authorities and intelligence partners in
an effort to help bring to justice those responsible for the deaths of US citizens .

WZZW| T .
Chief, Media Relations Branch, Office of Public Affairs
Secure:

O%n: . J_ .

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIED:
: >
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From: Vietor, Tommy: ['Thomas;_F._Viator.@Whé:eép.gdi@]

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 4:57 PM

"o 7. 'Rhodes,Benjamind.[ _Lsi . 7o i S
: PRy, TFLS o '

Ce: . AL E gre T i : .

Subject: AE: HPSCE talking points for review: )

i e e £ b

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 3:27 PM
e ]

fletor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin J.; |__ feS s S 2255 A Sy 88

ect: RE: HPSCI talking palnits for review
Coileagues: |

We still have a2 number of components tﬁﬁrdiﬂa’ting here o these_points and we will have further edits. We are multi-
tasking due to the time constraints.

V'l send you an updated version around 1sob today.

Thanks, )

¢ ré ‘.] !

-Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 3:04 PM. - .
r, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin;J,;[ ASS §ET 5SS onn S5 55 - ]

T Vieto
Co| /i
Sun;‘—ﬁpscr taiking points for review:

Coileagues:

HPSCI has requested talking points from the DCIA for-use with the media:

Please review the below and re;hond with your comments-ASAP. )

" * Thanks very much,

CIA Office of Public Affairs
-HPSCI Talking Points for Use with the Media
14 September 2012
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tn»/‘ )
From: € o
Sent: : 3y, Seplember 14; 2012 5:04 PM B
To: Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamind.y| < = - ¢

P N TR - B

Ce: ) R B T '
Subject:. ' RE: HPSCI talking points for Teview
Tommy:

Very sorry for the defay. We've been steadily working on them.and they are now at'the finai stop before coming to you
soon. 'l rush them to you as soon as possible.

From- Vietor Tommy iThol V] ‘

Senft: Frlday, September 14 2012 4:57 PM
¢ Rhodes, BenfaminJ; [ A S TS Lund, 125

S b s A A s P B i e gt e B e s - fie et sttt o ik . s i d ety W AR st e -~

From Erq 250
-ridav. September 14, 2012 327 Pl"l—J

To: ¢/ F o7 Vietor, Tommy;.Rhodes, Benjamin J.; . - e

cl
.iub]ect: RE HPSCT falking poiiits for review

Colleagues:

We still have a number of components coordinating here.on these points and we will have further edits. We are multi-
tasking due to the time constraints.

I'il send you an updated version around 1600 today.

Thanks,

Fl R X
1Pl

i e e ) - P ———— P R A

Erom: [ 70 o
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 3:04 PM
Yo: Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamind.; | o8 [ 75i. o s
C{:.| -l - B
Subject: 'HPSCI talking polnts for review

Colleagues:
HPSCI has requested talking points from the DC!Aifor use withthe media.
ease review the below and respond with your comments ASAP.

4

(SN



From:
Sent:

‘o
Ce:
Subject:

Should we include Shawn Turner on the coord for the peints? .

Pt e s g o 4 e =BG i  avre f1% Ain T8 GymMPe Sty ee e mmcetam o

ptember 14, 2012 3:27 PM-

S Y ]

« " \igtor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin J'.‘;f ASS /s 'x_,.‘.-_' AES S

)

c“.l

Subject: RE: HPSCI talking points for review

Colleagues:

We still have a number of components.coordinating here on ?hése poifits and we will have further edits. We are multi-

tasking due to the time constraints.
I'll send you an updated version around 1600 today.

Thanks,

e

aomd o Ji

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 3:04 PM _

o smst smmima——n

To: Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin )| o & 75,5 ove/, 7558

Ce: [_"'/, g l r
Subject: HPSCT talking. points for.review,

Colieagues:

HPSCH has requested talking points from the DCIA for use with the media:
Please.review the belew and respond with your comments ASAP.

Thanks very much,

Chief, Media Relations
CIA Office of Public Affairs

]

HPSCI Talking Polnts for Use with the Media

-14.5eptember 2012



From: 8w <
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 6:08 PM’
o i I
B2 sl oA .

~ RE: HPSCI talking points for review

Subject:

Thanks for the reminder. Yes, ! told him we would.

Serit: ﬁ‘ldaj,_kSeptember 14, 2012 5:05 PM

.:],_ .

Subject: RE:.HPSCI Elkmg points for review

Should we include Shawn Turner on the coord for the points?.

e e s 2 A < e = Pt A

o et i e S 4 et g S

Sent: Fnday, September 14, 2012 3:27 PM

, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin ;) - <« 7o ¢ s )08

Subject: RE HPSCI talking points for review

Colleagues: . &

We still have a number-of compeonents coordinating 4 here on these points:and we will hiave further edits. We are muiti-

tasking due to the time constraints.

" ¥l send you an updated version around 1600 today.

e B

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 3:04 PM-

St Ve 8

To: V’ebor Tommy, Rhodes, Benjamin J. ,‘ ANCS Farss DoUAESe
Suhjed: HPSCI talking points for review : -

Colleagues:

HPSCI has-requested talking points from the DCIA for use with themedia.,
Please re'view the below and respond withi your comments:ASAP.

' Thanks very much,




From:

Sent: mber 14, 2012 5:00 PM.
Yo Benjamind:| A<y 7L< -
Ce: : P
Subject: - Hevised HPSCI Talklng Pomts for Review-

Colieagues:

Apoiogies for the delay.
Please review this revised version:

HPSCI White Paper Talking Pointsfor Use with thie Media
14:September 2012

o The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were spontaneously inspired by -
the protests at the US Embassy in Cairc and evolvéd into adirect assatltagainst the US:Consulate and subsequently
its annex. This assessment may change as additional information is collected and analyzad and currently available
information continues to be evaluated. On 10 September we warned of social inedia reports calling for a
demonstration in front of the Embassy and that jihadists were threatening'to break into the Embassy.

e The crowd almost certainly was a mix'of individuals from across many sectors of Libyan soclety. The investigation is
on-going as to who is responsible for the violence. That bemg said, we do know that Isfamic extremists participated

in the viclent demonstrations.

o Initial press reporting linked'the attack to Ansar'al-Sharia. The group has since released a statement that its
leadership did not order the attacks, but did not deny that some of its members were invalved. Apnsar al-Sharia’s
Facebook page aims to spread sharia in Libya and emphasizes the need for jihad to counter what it views as false

interpretations of Islam, according to an open source study:

e The wide availability of weapons and expersenced fighters in leya almast certainiy.contributed to the lethality of
the attacks. : :

o The Agency has produced numerots pleces on the threat of extremists linked-to al-Qaeda in'Benghazi and sastern
Libya. These noted that, since April, there have been at least five other attacks agsinst foreign interests in Benghazi
by unidentified assailants, including the June.attack against the British Ambassador's convoy. We éannot ruie out
that mdnvnduals had previously surveilied the US fac:imes, also contribisting to-the efficacy of theattacks.

o TheUs Government Is working with.L!by‘an aathoritles and intellig_encg;partners in an effort te help bring to justice’
those responsible for the deaths-of US ¢itizens:

Chief, Media Reiations




From: Vietor, Tommy [Thomas_F. Vieior 1

Sfent: Fﬁdax. S tember 14, 2012'5:10 PM

o: _Cr4 <77 |Rhodes BenjarmrgJ i As 58 TS S
Ce: _ Shawn S Iume
Subject: ﬁE ﬁe\nsad HPSClL.Talking'! Pomts for Reveew

Thanks. Will vet here now.

——ma s laisia s Bamgpuiy opors bl i Gameh k4 S g i S e = S 4 A s i b 5 1 B b 8 4 SRS b s

r

me & L

day, September 14, 2012 5:09 PM - I
To. odes, Benfamin1; [\, 5< 7705 sy Blsss ]
Ce:| ¢/ e A wn.Tume - r '

Subjeet Revised HPSCI Talking Paints for Review

Colleagues:

Apologies for the deiay.
. Please review this revised version: 3

HPSCH White Paper Talking Points for Use with the Media.
14 Septemnber 2012

o  The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazx were spontaneously inspired by
the protests at the!US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into: a-direct assault against the US Consulate and subsequently
its annex,- This assessment may change as: additional information.is col!ected and analyzed'and currently available
Information continues to be evaluated. On 10 September we warned of social media.reports calling for a
demonstration in front of the Embassy and that jihadists were threétening to breakinto the Embassy.

o The crowd aimost certainly was a mix of individuals from across marny sectors of Libyan society. The investigation Is
on-going as ta who is responsible for the violence.. That being said, we do know.that Islamic extremists participated

in the violent demonstrations.

¢ Initial press reporting linked the attack to Ansar al-Sharia. The group has since released a statement that its
leadership did not-6rder the attacks, but did not deny that some of its members were, involved. Ansar al-Sharia’s
Facebook page aims to'spread sharia in Libya and emphasizes the need for jihiad to:counter what it views asfaise

interpretations.of fslam, accordmg to_an open source:study.

o The wide avallabxlaty of weaporis and experienced £ ghters in Libya almost certamly :contributed to the lethality of
the attacks.

o The Agency has produced numerous pieces on the threat of extremists linked to al-Qaeda in Benghazi and eastern
Libya. These:noted that, since April; there have been at least five other attacks against foreign interests in Benghazi
by unidentified assailants, mciudmg the June attack against the British Ambassador’s.convoy. We cannot rule out
that {ndividuals had previously surveilied the US facilities, also contributing to the efficacy of the attacks.

*  The US Government is wiorking with Libyan authorities and intelligence partners in an effort to help bring to justice
those responsible for thé deaths of US ditizens.



PR— |
T 5 i s

From:
. Sent:
Tor |

s

o L hd g o T .
Subject: FW: Revised HPSC! Talking Poirits for Review

Colleagues:
Fyl.
These are talking points for HESCl's use.with thie media. They asked the DCiA for them today.

White House is reviewing and DN{'is @ware.

Pl
. v
Lo 7

Chief, Media Relations
ClA Office of Public Affairs

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 5:09 PM

‘0 Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin 3;[ Lo 5 TS o DT i i s ' ]
Cez (¢ 7 ..., Shawn S Turner S
Subject: Revised HPSCI Talking Paints for Review

Colieagues:
Apologies for the delay.

Please review this revised version:
HPSCI White Paper Talking Paints for Use withi the Media
" 14 September 2012 . :
e The currently available information sugges%s ihat the demonstrations in Benghazi-were spontaneously inspired by
the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US Consulate and subsequently
its annex. This assessment may.change as additional information is coliectad and analyzed and currently available
information continues to be evaluated. -On 10 September we warned of social media reports calling fora -
demonstration in front of the Embassy and that jihadists were threatening to break into the Embassy.

s from across-many sectors of Libyan society. The investigation is

o The ciowd almost certainly was 2 mix of individual
That being said, we do know that islamic extremists participated

on-going as to who is responsible for the violence.’
in the vicient demonstrations..

éB—Sﬁaria. The group has dince released a statement that its

Initial pressreporting linked the-attack to'Ansar
its members were invelved. Ansar al-Sharia's

leadership did not order the attacks, but did not deny that:some of
1

v
S



Facebook page aims to spread sharia In'Libya and embl‘iasfze's the néed for Jihad to counter what it views as false
interpretations of Islam; according'to an open source study.

o The wide availability of weapons and experienced fighters'in Libya almost certainly contributed to.the lethality of

the attacks.

o The Agency has produced humerous pieces on the threat of extremists linked to al-Qaeda in Benghazi and eastern
Libya. These noted that, since April, there have been at least five other attacks against foreign interests in Benghazi
by unidentified assailants, intluding the June: attack:against the British Ambassador’s convoy. We.cannot rule out
that individuals had previously surveilled the US facilities, also contributing to the efficacy of the attacks.

o The US Government is working with Libyan authorities and ?qtelligeqpevpartners-in an effort to help bring to justicg
those responsible for the deaths of US citizens. ' :

Chief, Media Relatlons
CIA Office of Public Affairs.




From:
Sent: ? : mbar 14, 2012 6: 04 PM .
To: ¢ " A TR
D 5 .
Subject: . HE Hevised HPSCI Tajklng Pounts for F{e\new
Colleagues:

'm told that Chalrman Rogers intendsto use these talking points on Sunday.
Kindly respond to this note indicating that you've reviewed these talking poirits ASAP.
Thanks,

'

< fa &1 “,(4

T T S

o7y -

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 5:20 PM

To. '._’)"__/" -'5- -

Cercr/i ooy

Sub]ect: FW: Revised HPSCT Talking Points for'Review
Colleagues: .
FYi.

.hese are talking points for HPSCI’s use with the media. Théy asked the DCIA for thern.today.

White House is reviewing and DNIiis aware.

{I- -J ‘ .‘-
Chief, Media Relations
CIA Office of Public Affairs

I R S

v s e e

AGLS ‘_T )35 P 4/ -;:—'.L s I
o Shawn S Tumer
Su + Revised HPSCI Talking Points for ReView:
Colleagues:
Apoclogies for the delay..
Please review this revised version:
b



From: ‘ Vietor, Tommy [Thomas_F._Vieto ;

Sent: . Friday, September 14, 2012 6:21 '

Tar [T’ F2 i]Hhﬁrdes Benlamm\l A ',?,:}ﬁ‘;'
sval L2 5 | N

Cc: e Shavm S Turner :

Subject: T Havised HPSCI Ta}kfng Polnts for Review

e 1 § know you're trying to move these fast so here’s an initial round of edits. One small tweak in sentence 3 of
bullet 1 for added ciarity. Denis would also like to make sure the hsghﬁghted portions are full courdinated with

the State Department in the.event that they get anquries. -

HPSCI White Paper Talldng Poirits for Use with the Media
14 ‘Septemb‘er 2012

the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo-and evolved into a direct assault agamst the US Consulate and subsequently
its annex. This assessment:may change as additional information is collected and analyzed and currently available

information continues to be evaluated: On 10 September we wamed of social media reports calling fora .
demonstration in front of Erbassy CAIRO and that jihadists were threatening to break into the Embassy.

e The crowd almost certainly was a mix-of individuals from-across many sectors of Libyan society. The investigation Is
- on-going as to who is responsible for the viclence. Thatbeing said, we do know that Islamic extremists participated

in the violent demnonstrations.

e Initial press reporting linked the attack to Ansar al-hafia. The group has since reléased a statement that its
feadership did not order the attacks, but did not deny that some of its members were involved. Ansar al-Sharia’s
Facebook page aims to spread sharla in Libya and emphasizes the need for jihad to ¢counter what it views as false

interpretations of Istam, .according to an open source study.

o The wide availability of weapons and experienced fi ghters in !.lbya almost certainly contributed'io the lethality of
the attacks.

The Agency has produced numerous pieces on the:threat of extremists linked toal-Gaeda in Benghazl and eastern
tibya. These noted that, since April, there have been atleast five other attacks against:foreign interests in Benghazl

by unidentified assailants, including the June attack against the British Ambassador’s convoy. We cannot fule out
that individuals had previously surveilied the US facilities, also contributing to the efficacy of the attacks.

The US Government is working with Eibyan-autficrities and intelligence partnersin an-effort to help bring te justice
those responsible for the deaths of US citizens. '

From| & 24 —
Sent: Friday, Sﬁptember 14, 2012 5:09 PM:
To: Vietor Tomn ; Rhodes, Benjamin J.; Thas NGBS ]

Subject: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Revlew

Cnlieagues:



From: [eZa )

=
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 6:24 PM

To: Vietor, Tommy; Bhodes, BenjaminJ;[ .« << 7, s
LB T % I - '
Ce: - ¢ 7, [Shawn S Tumer

Subject: * Fevised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

Thaf}k; very much for your prompt response, i’ommy.

Will send over to STATE.

From: Vietor, Tommy [maiito; Thomas_F._Vietor] ' ] ' N o
Sent: Fridav, mber 14, 2012 6:21 PM ) S ] ,

Toi_< -/ " Rhodes, Benjamin J.; AR Psss entpiss ]

cd < 7, |Shawn S Turner
Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review:

[€ 72, ) know you're trying to move these fast so hiere’s an initial round of edits, One small tweak im sentence 3of
bullet 1 for added clarity. Denis would aisc like to make sure the highlighted portions are full coordinated with
the State Department in the event that they get inquries.

HPSCI White Paper Talking Paints for Use with the Media
.14:September 2012

o The currently available information siggests:that the dlemonstrations'in Benghazi were spontaneously inspired by
the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into-a direct assault against the US Consulate and subsequently
its annex. This assessment may change as additional information is colfected and analyzed and currently available
Information continues to be evaluated. On 10 September we warned of.social media reports callingfora .
demonstration in front of Embassy CAIRO and that jihadists were threatening to break into the Embassy.

o The crowd almost certainly was a mix ofindividuals from ‘across many.sectors of Libyan society. The investigationis
-on-going as to who is responsible for the violence. That being said, we do know that Islamic extremists pa rticipated

in the violent demonstrations. :

« Initial press reporting linked the attack to-Ansar dl-Sharia. The group has since released a statement that its

leadership did not order the attacks, but did not deny that some of its:mefhbers were involved. Ansar al-Sharia’s
Facebook page aims to spread shariain Libya and emphasizes the need for jihad to counter what it views as false

interpretations of Islam; according to an open source study. °

e The wide availability of weapons and experienced fighters In Libya almost certainly contributed to the lethality of
the attacks. .

threat of extremists linked to.al-Qaeda in Benghazl and eastern
Libya. These noted that, since April, there have been at least five other attacks against foreign interests in Benghazi
by unidentified assailants, including the June attack against the British Ambassador's convoy. We cannot rule out
that individuals had previously surveilled the US facilitiés, also contributing to the-éfficacy of the attacks.

e The Agency has produced numerous pieces on the



s

Fg'om:

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 6:33 PM
Yo: nulandvj T STz oc ot o azr3F
_;c: L‘_"_,_(m,"_‘\ll(_,‘ T LA M o s ST b £
Subject: HPSCI. Talking Points for review

Cofleagues:.

HPSC! requested these talkers from the DCIA this morning.

The White House has reviewed them and wanted to ensure that you saw them — especially the portions
highlichted by the White House. -

Kindlyindicate that you have reviewed these po‘iég’t’s.‘ We are:planning on transmitting t’hc;.'m to the Hili tonight.

Thanks,

= 4
L .3 /«iﬁ

HPSCI Whita Paper Talking Points for Use with the Media
' 14:Séptember 2012. .

e The currently avsilable information suggests that the demonstrations ih Benghazi were spontaneously inspired by
the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US Consulate and subsequently
its annex. This assessmeht may change as additional information is collected and analyzed:and currently available
information continues to be evaluated. On 10 Septemiber we warned of secial media reports calling fora
demonstration in front of Embassy CAIRO and that jihadists were threatening to'break into the Embassy.

The crowd almost certainly was a mix of individuals fram across many sectors of Libyan society. The investigation is
on-going as to who is responsible for the viclence. That being said, we do know that lslamic extremists participated

In the viclent demonstrations.
initial press reporting linked the-attack to Ansar-al-Sharia. The group has'since released a statement that its

leadership did not order the attacks, but did notdeny that some of its members were involved. Ansar al-Sharia’s
Facebook page aims to spread sharia in Libya and emphasizes the need for jihad t6 counter what it views as false

interpretations of islam, according to an open source study.

The wide availability of weapons and experlenced fighters in Libya almost certainly contributed to the lethality of
the attacks. '

& The Agency has produced numerous pieces on the threat of extrémists.linked to al-Qaeda In Benghazi and eastern
Libya. These noted that, since Agiil, there have been at least five-other attacks against foreign interests in Benghazl

by unidentified assailants, including the June attack‘against the British Ambassador's convoy. We cannot rule out
that individuals had previcusly.surveilied the US facilities, aiso contributing to the efficacy of the attacks.

The US Government is working with Libyan authorities and intelligence partners in an effort to help bring to justice
those responsible for the deaths of US:citizens.



ani: Shawn S Tumer

?ent: pd September 14, 2012 6:41 PM o
c: E iR, ; Rhodes; Benjamin J.;

' @»-;f,-‘-'éz,g " : r
Ce: gy e

Subject: RE: Ravised HPSCI Talking Points for Review. -

I've been very careful not to say we issued a warning. Any concerns vy'i'th ad‘justingihe first highlighted line to say:

e On 10 September we notifled Embassy Cairoof SOCfal medxa reports calling for a demonstration and encouraging
jihadists to break Into the Embassy.

B e e TSP S Sy s

Sent: Fnday, September 14,2012 6:24PM —
To: Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin J.; [ ASL s o R R ]
Cc: P 7o i Shawn S Tumer £v2o oo fs N iANeS

Subject: RE; Revised HPSCI Talking Polnts for Review:

Thank; very much for your prompt response, Tommy.

Will send over to ‘STATé.

e L T T T i

“rom: Vietor, Tommy [mal mas' F. Vietor( B
sent: Fﬁdav, September 14, 2012 6:21 PM :
_ -_ /| Rhodes, Benjamin J.; {,A S THSS ton ARics
Al i S Tumer 7
Subject: RE Revised HPSCT Talkmg Pomis far Revnew

E;_Ejl know you're trying o move these fast so here’s an Initiz! round of edits.-One small tweal in sentence 3 of
bulfet 1 for added clarity. Denls would also:fike to make sure the highlighted portions are fuil coordinated with
the State Department in the evant that they get inquries.

HPSCI White Paper Talking Points for Use with the Media
214 September 2012

The currently avaitable information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi'were spontaneously inspired by
the protests at the US Embassy in Calro and evolved into a direct assauit against the US Consulate and subsequently
its-annex. This.assessment may change as additional information is collected and analyzed and currently available
information continues to be evaluated. On 10 September we warned of social media reports calling fora
demonstration in front of Embassy CAIRO and that jihadists were threatening to break into.the Embassy,

The crowd almost certainly was a mix of ind'i_'v:_id'uass from écrégs many sectors of Libyan society. The investigation is
on-going as to whois responsible for the violence. That being said; we do know that Isfamic extremists participated

In the violent demonstrations.

Initial press reporting Imked the attack to Ansaral-Sharia. The group has since released a statement that its
ieadershlp did not order the attacks, but did not deny that some. ofits members were involved. Ansar al-Sharia's

'1 N



From: Pz o
Sent: %ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ 14, 2012 6:43 PM

Yo: . Shawn S Tumer;| <./ - -+ Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, BenjaminJ.;

" 2 s S INuland, Vietoria Ji| %77 — ¢ 7
c: (riet 4

Subject: . RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points'for Réview

Looping in State. | think that’s a good adjustment.

—— S = e et i Y @i e e S arew dam s mms ek A Les 8 SAER seekaeme b e Mo s @

Froem: Shawn S Turner

Se i September 14, 2012 6:41 PM
To «i" “} Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin J.; F A S SHBES  svpf 72558
w > sl ey = EoTL o

Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

i've been very careful aot to say we issued.a ;lvaming; Any cdng:en:ﬁ; with adj_usting the first__high'lighted line to say:

o On 10 Septermiber we notified Embassy Cairo of social media reports calling for a-demonstration and encouraging
jihadists to break intc the Embassy.

To: Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin J.; S8 sS4 (RS

Ce:[<77 | Shawn S Turner

ubject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Paints for Review.

Sy, Septefber 14, 2012 6:24 PM

Thanks very much fer your prompt response, Tommy.

Wili send over to STATE.

From: Vietor, Tommy
SﬂF i ptember 14, 2012 6:21 PM )
: To:_~ e Rhodes, Be_njamin J.:I JATB N WP Ly 5y . J

Ce:l" “7 ; [Shawn S Tumer :
Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI.Talking Points for Reviéw'

3

‘7] I know you’re trying to shove these fast so here’s.an initial round of edits. One small tweak in sentence 3 of
bullet 1 for added clarity. Denis would also like to make-sure the highlighted portions are full coordinated with

the State Department in the event that they get inqurles.

HPSCI White Paper Talking Points for Use with the Media
14 September 2012

e The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations i Benghazi were spontaneously inspired by
ault against the US Consulate and subsequently

the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct ass
#ts annex: This assessment may change as additional Information is collected and analyzed and currently available

ey v



From: Vietor, Tommy [Thornas F._Vietor
Sent: [Fridav. Sepf r14,20126:48 PO

¢ "7} Rhodes, BenjaminJ.{ . °° 7 ]

o: : PEa T FiE]
cc: r II( ,’r ’
Subject: . . RE: Revised HPSCI Talkmg Pcints for Review.

FYi, Brennan will have edits. Im waiting for those.

Fram:l £ " -
Sent: Friday, Septernber 14 2012 6 43 PM Sz
To: Shawn.Tumer ' Vietor, Tommy, Rhodes, BenJamInJ l ALEE ;_,i.:;\ I

Tessd #7238 = mﬁndvj z . /2
Lc:.]__.,,-,_,j;J [ | fzes 00 ]
Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Paints for Review .

Looping in State. | think that's a good adjustment.

me. Shawn S Tumer

Sent: Frlda September 14, 2012 5:41.PM '
To.j._v W etor, Tommy; Rhodes, BenfaminJ.; | /U580, o v ¢ ]
Cezl, I;L J ' e T J

Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

V've been very careful not to say we issued & warning. Any concerns with adjusting the first highlighted line to say:

-

On 20 Septernber we notified Embassy Cairo of social'media E'epdrts;_ealﬁ_ihg for 2 demonstration.and encouraging’
jihadists to break into the Embassy.

A 8 Y i =

From:| ; j"

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 6:24 PM .
To: Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin 3, L__ RS 65 il PN

'+ ' Shawn S Turner =

Subject: RE: Revised HPSCL. Talking Points for Review

Thanks very much for your prompt response, Tommy,

"

Wil send over to STATE,
| A2

me. Vietor Tommy

i ber 14, 2012 6:21 PM -
2| “~ ¢ - |Rhodes, Benjamin 1,; L - Aag :'.E'\,}'.L,_ budd LIS _I
Ce ~ . [Shawn S Tumer

Sub;ech RE: Revised HPSCI Talking, Points for. Revuew

F' j | kmow you're trying to move these fast sgihere’s an initial round-of edits. One small twezk in sentence 3 of
bullet 1 for added clarity. Denis would also'like to make sure the haghiighted portions are full coordinated with

the State Department in the event that they get anqunes.
—

ol



From: Vietor, Tommy [Thomas_F._Vistol____ ]

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 6:52 PM__ - _

To: ' [* #7277 | Rhodes, Benjamin J.; AuSS Toels ]
Cc: | .. 2 |Shawn S Tumer .

Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review-

I6hn's edits are below.. Mostly in bullet 2.

i like the edit Shawn sent around.

o —— e —— et et £ S &g -

From: Vietor, Tommy

Sent: Friday, September 14; 2012 6:21 PM :

To:| (74 /4 Rhades, Benjamin J.;{ — S 5708 e/ 955 ]
Cc:| ./ oc.)  |Shawn.Tum 4 .

Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review:

“Initial round of edits: One small tweak in sentence 3'of

[ij know yoti're trying to move these fast'so here’san
re the highlighted portions are full coordinated with

bullet 1 for added clarity. Denis would also fike to make'su
the State Department inthe event that they set inquries.

HPSCl White Paper Talking Points'for Use with the Media
14 September 2012 .

that the demonstrations in Benghazi were spontaneously insplred by
the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US Consulate and subsequently
its annex. This assessment may change as additional information is collected and analyzed and currently-available
information cantinues to be evaluated. On 10 September wé warned of social media reports callingfor a
demanstration in front of Embassy CAIRD and that jihadists wére threatening to:break into the Embassy.

o The currently available information suggests

e The investigation is on-going as to who is résponsibie for the'viblence, althougki the crowd aimast certainly was a
mix of individuals. We.do know that islamic-extremists participated in the violent demonstrations.

-Sharia. The-group has since released a statement thatits
hat some of its members were involved. Ansar al-Sharia's
the need for jihad to counter what it views as faise

o [nitial pressreporting {inked the attack to Ansar al
{eadership did not order the attacks, but did notdeny t
Facebook page aims to.spread sharia in Libya and emphasizes
interpretations of Islam, according to an open squrée study.

e The wideavailability of wea?'p"oné:-and experienced fﬁgbt'ers'Ii_ﬂs_iby’a;a_'lmosrcertainly_contributed:to the lethality of

the attacks. i ) ’

pieces on the threat of extrémists linked to al-Oaeda in Benghazi and eastern
Libya. These noted that, since'April, there have been at least five:other. attacks against foreign interests in Benghazi
by unidentified assallants, including the June attack against‘the;-Br'itisﬁvAmb_as_sador’ls convoy. We cannot rule-out
that individuals had 'previoﬂslv:surv_eilled.the'-US;faciilties; also contributing to-the efficacy.of the attacks:

s The Agency has produced numerous

The US Government is working with Libyan authorities and intéliigence partners in-an effort to help bring to-justice
those responsible for the deaths of US citizens.



(.7

From:

Sent: Fnday, September 14,2012 6:53 PM -

Yo: \fetor Tommy' Rhodes, Benjamin J. | ASSS i3S
Ce: Shawn S Tumer

Subject: E ﬁawsed HPSCI Talking Points for Review

Excellent. Will implement. -

Thanks, Tommy

ety e o e

From' Vletor, Tommy [mailto:Thomas_F. Vletcrd |
September 14, 2012 6:52 PM

.Z7 | Rhddes, Benjamin J.; NCS Arves Jair S50

“" ,Shawn S Turner l e e MG -
5‘ubject. RE: Revised HPSCT Tatking Points for Review

John's edits are below. Mostly in bullet 2.

{ like the edit Shawn sent around.

From: Vetor, Tommy

. Tl
Subjﬁcf.'RE Re_vEéd HPSCI Talidng Points for Review

L‘_M{ _____ '1 know you'ra trying to move these fast so here’s an'initial round of edits. One small tweak in'sentence 3 of

builet 1 for added clarity. Denis would also like to make sure the highlighted portions:are full coordinated with
the State Department in the event that they get inquries.

HPSC) White Paper Talking Polnts for Use with the:Media
14 September 2012
o The currently available Information suggests that the demonstrations in'Benghazi were spontanecusly inspired by
the protests at the US Embassy.in Cairo and evolved into.a direct assault:against the US Consulate and subsequently
its annex. This assessment may change as-additional informatian is coliected and analyzed and currently. available
information continues to be evaluated. On 10 September we warned of social medla reports cailing for a
demonstration in frorit of Embassy CAIRG and that jihadists:were thiéeatening to break into.the Embassy.

The investigation is on-going as to who is responsible for the violence; although the crowd almost.certainty was a
mix of individuals. We-do know that Islamic extremists participated in the vicient demonstrations.

o Initial press reporting linked the attack to Ansar.al-Shatla.. The.group has:ince released a statement that its
leadership did not order the attacks, but did rict deny that:some of its members were involved. Ansar al-Sharia’s
Facebock page aims to spread sharia in Libya and emphasizes the need for jihad to counter what It views as false

interpretations of Islam, according to an open source study..

N
I
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From: Nuland, Victofia J {nulandvj{_
Sent: . Friday; Septerber 14, 2012 7;16 PM
Yo NSC Deputy Press: Secre C7d Bhawn 8 Tume |-' v, ]Ihodas.
: Ben;amm.} S i " A b N
Ce: : 24 ¢4 d ..
Subject: RE Revised HPSCI Talksng Points for Review

Are these for open or closed h?earing}“ If open, ‘the line about “knowing” there were extremists among
the demonstrators will come back to us at podium — how. do we know, who were they, etc... So I'll

need answers to those if we deploy that line, tx

This emaii is UNCLASSIFIED.

From° Vietor, Tommy [mailto:Thomas_F. -
serﬁt:fﬂ 14, 2012 6:48 PM
el /Y e hﬂg_']’mnerq [ £ < < Rhodes, Benjamin J.}[?.« $8 Z sy ]

i , ’fo,ms;:& JNuhnd Vidoria 3| s 1 4|

Subject' RE: R Revas.ed HPSCT Talking Points for Review

FYi, Brennan will 'have edits. o walting for those.

-"°"‘ |

v, mﬁ
To: Shawn . Tum &4 Mietor, Tornmy, Rhodes, Benjamin J. E S5 sy J

Ty nméﬁdij—""] SZors £4 |

(’Jcc

Subject: RE: Revised: Hi»sc; Talking Points for Review

Looping in State. |think that's a-good adjustment.,

B

——

From' Shawn S Tumer
. ptember 14, 2012 6:41 PM

fetor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin J.;| <« 38 gt Pgs ]

Subject: RE Revised HPSCI Talkmg Poinls for Review

F've been very careful not to say we issued a-warning. Any cohce;rh‘swith adjusting the.first highlighted line to say:

o On 10 September we notified Embassy. Caira of social-media reports calling for a demonstration. and encouraging
juhadnsts to break Into the Embassy.

qent: Friday, Septembef 14, 2012 6:24 PM
a: Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin J; I AICS 2558 ol 47565 [

Y



( ""T ey p

From:
Sent: i Smtemﬁer 14, 20127__FM -
. e s sy ]
Y
Subject: Re: Revuseﬁ HPSCI Ta!kmg Pomts for Rewew

[___ 7t } we are taking a look and | will respond back.

To _Arics
ff il \

Sub]ect RE: Rewsed HPSCI Talking Polnts for Review

Colleagues:
¥mvtold that Chalrman Rogers intends to use these talking points_én'Su‘nday.
Kindly respond to this note indicating that you've reviewed these talking points ASAP.

Thanks,

& //f? i,_ ’ W
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i rom: ] ]"""”
sSent: Fnday, September 14, 2012 5:20 PM

Subject: FW: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Revlew
Colieagues: -

i,

Thesa are talking points for HPSCI's use-with the media. They asked the DCIA for them today.

- White House'is reviewing and DN is aware.

 Chief, Media Relations.
CiA Office of Public Affairs

) "'.;";1‘ 5% ﬁa e o S ehoadkcr
sent: ?aTSeptember 14, 2012 5:09.PM_- -
To: Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin J.;| 4 5o /7i¢s ooy 7055 |
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From:

Sent: ndag Sertembar 14, 2012.7:28 PM

"o s

CQ: s | o/

Subject: FW Rawsed HPSCI Taiking Po:nts for Revsew

Guys - - see Toria’s question below. Can we soften this a bit?

e eyt 5 A an g AP P AT fm et 83, = ek i A A o = e et

From: Nuland V’dnria J [mailto: nulandvjd - ,
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 7:16 PM '
= . g t o1 -'._’_. TU.I"I'IE]",I ( /,,‘, s RhOdES, Ben}am[n I.; IAI_ S 5 5 ;“ yNE I

Subj "cf:ms ‘Revised HPSCI Talking Poifts for Review

Are these for open or closed heérén‘é? of open, the line about “knowing"” there were extremists among
the demonstrators will come back to us at podium — how do we know, who were they, etc... SoV'll
need answers to those if we deploy that line, tx. :

This email is UNCLASSIFIED.

rom: Vretcr Tommy @M |
: i

Sent: Frfday, Sep_temba 14, 2012 6: : '
To: Clet ‘A a2l Tﬁhod&;, Bénjamin J.';[ AN S 77754 5
f B S 20 | )

RE‘R&‘w HPSCI Talking Points for Review

FY!, Brennan will have edits. Im waiting for those.

-F-i'_.;;;: / 4 o .
Sent: lﬁa? %ﬁ_ﬂ m ]
. qumed_ £t ___[Vietol_:LT_mL_ fBemamm 1i[ aics omms i

Aeiss |uu!au_d_1d__l Sman
[ B :
TRE:  HPSCI Talking Points for Review

Looping in State. | think that’s a good ‘a_diustzngnt:

Nom e s e e e — _— [

From: Shawn S Turner

Sent. Fﬂd September 14, 2012 6:41 PM -
ﬁ!l_] Vietor, Tormmy; Rhodes, Banfamiin J.; | NS Sy 68

.',,. 20 o

Subjem RE: Revisad HPSCI Talking Polnts for Review

ve been very careful not to say we issued'a warning. An'y;concemsjiﬂith :s_c‘!justing,the first highlighted line to say:

eiony ,z”

S



[ == =
From: Nufand, Victoria J [:nule;nd«;{7
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012
‘o: ’ Nu!and Victoria- J; NSC Deputy Pfg@%ﬁmi ¢+ =% Bhawn S Turner;
' <».7 .27 | Rhodes, Ben;ammJ AVSS s |
o ,-_‘"--,_ (s sy }Su!iwan Jacan Adams, David S
Ce: : A e
Sub]ect: : RE Revrsed HPSCI Talklng Points for Rewew

| just had a convo wuthl— 77 land | now understand that these are.being prepared to give to Members
of Congress to use with the media.

On that bass; | have serious concerns about ail the parts highlighted below, and arming members of
Congress to start making assertions to the media that we ourseives are not making because we don't

want to prejudice the investigation.

In same vein, why do we want Hill to be fingering Ansar al Sharia, when we aren’t doing that
ourselves until we have investigation results... and the penuitimate point could be abused by
Members to beat the State Department for not paying attention to Agency warnings so why do we

want to feed that either? Concerned...

+Jake Sullivan, Dave Adams here

This emai is UNCLASSIFIED.

From' Nuiand VictorlaJ
Sent: Friday, Septémber 14, 2012 7:16 PM - -
To: NSC D_epl.xj:y Press Secretary, l_,; ¢ _:}Shawn Turnerl < b '._ i — Rhodes, Benjamin J.;

(NS pl2 sy A e ks A
RS LS, L5 =8 A YO i

P -
€ ;4 i
¢ e

Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Poliits for Review
Are these for opén or closed hearing? if open, the lirie about “knowing” there were extremists among
the demonstrators will come back to us at pedium — how do we know, who were they, etc... So'll

need answers to those if we deploy that line, tx

This email is UNCLASSIFIED.

it S e Lt T e R

“rom:. Vetor, Tommy [mailto ‘R\omas_F _Vie'mﬂ |
~ent: Frida tember 14, 2012 6:48 PM i -
Tol (/i /.7 Wn:rumed Chd O [Rhodes, Benjamin J.';| ASS ror 85 B
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From: ; Ty
Sent: Fndaﬁeptember 14 2012 751PM
o: on . ooy
ce: . T |
Subject: evlsed HPSCI Talking Points for Review

I:_wl ;Jm coc;rdiflaﬁion with CTD, we héve some concems:

1. The.accuracy o!"' the sentence.of the first builet point which states “On 1€ September we wamed of social media
reports calling for a demonstration in front of the Embassy and tha! fihadists wera threatening to break into the Embassy.”

And— who is the®we" that is referenced?

2. We recommend editing the last sentence in the second bullet point to “That being said, there are indications that
Islamic extremists participated in the viclent demonstrations.” :

}-will bs free to discuss in about 20-minutes-if necessary. -

I ‘o ;fj j'

From:l <2, ,7..% | =
'I'o.j ~ ZlH Fir TS

Cc: A Lo ;

Suhjecf: Re: Reviséd' HPSCI Talking Points for Review

l“_’ Fwe are taking a look and | will respond back.

Frjmi grd o4 - l I .
To: Lok 071 ; cK_Smess : e

Ce:l 14 e
Sent Fri Sep 14 18 04:08 2012 _
Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI. Talking Points for Review

Colleagues:

¥m told that Chalrman Rogers intends to use these talking points on Sunday.

Kindly respond to this note indicating that you've reviewed these talking points ASAP.

Thanks,
(A

From{ 5]
Sent: Fndav, September 14, 2012 5:20 PM

Tod ) SR ¢ 2 ]

&: cl ) .I; ’!v— g
ect: FW: Revised HPSCI Talking Poirits for Review

USRS W S DT RC S S R S e T Y

Jolleagues:

wsd
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From: BN i <V
Sent: * " Friday, September 14, 2012 7:52 PM '
‘o Nuland, Victoria J; NSC Deputy P arv; Shawn S Tumer; L
Benjamin J.; Meehan, Bemadette; 4. »< 085 no T 0
iuar : David S L Pl
- r_}‘.: ,r'i-,,: 5 e = = = =
Ce: . (A DA . -
Subject: ; RE: Revised HPSCI Talking. Points for Review

LA

- N 4 Iz’
On that very issue; Torla, we are waiting to hear back from the Buréau. | 77

From: Nuland, Vickeria 3 [ma“ﬂtu:nulandvi |

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 7:3% PM )

Yo: Nuland, Victoria J; NSC Deputy Press Secretary;| /,.7 - Bhawn'S Tumerj/ '~ - 77 Rhodes, Benjamin J.;
s " 7 |Sultivan, Jacob J;. Adams, David S

PSS £ 7o 5 A58 ST AT LA

P
¢

Fjust had a convo with| . - /| and | now understand that these are‘being prepared to give to Members

of Congress to use with the media.

On that basis, | have serious concerns about all the parts highlighted below, and arming members of
Congress to start making assertions to the media that we ourselves are not making because we don't

-yant to prejudice the investigation.

in same vein, why do we want Hill to be fingering Ansar al Sharig, when we aren’t doing that
ourselves until we have investigation results... and the penultimate point could be abused by
Members to beat the State Departmént for not paying attention to-Agency warnings so why do we
want to feed that either? Concerned...

#jake Sullivan, Dave Adams here’

This email is UNCLASSIFIED.

From: Nuland, Victoria-J
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 7:16 PM —
“To: NSC Deputy Press Secre'tanr;l Y w chaaty _P.hodes, Benjamin .;

o PR
sy &8 = ¢
- | S

AR RS ALY,

£ '__T_.“:.'.-_"_'_I . '
Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review
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From: Adams, David § [AdamsDS'II ,

Sent: Friday, Septembar 14, 2012 8:38 PM

To: Nuland, Viclona J; NSC Deputy Press Secrata 7o |Shawn S Turner;
E, . ) 5% 5 :) 3 P

. ullivan, Ja_b J l

Ce: ’ .

Subject: RE Revised HPSCI Taiklng Pomts for Review

F'm with Toria. The last bulfet especially will read to members !_ike we had been repeatedly wamed.

Fram Nu!and V‘ctona J
Sentk: Friday, September 14, 2012 7:39 PM
;! lShawn Tumel

A

[Suflivan, Jacab J;

in

To: Nuland, Victoria J; NSC Deputy Press Sec'etary
Rhodes, Benfamin J.; b LI % g A
Adams David S .

x

Subject: | RE: R Revused HPSCI Talking Points for Review
just had a convo wstﬁ!~ d:—l and | now understand that these are bemg prepared to give to Members

of Congress to use with the medra

On that basis, | have serious concerns about ail the ﬁarts highlighted below, and arming members of
Congress to start making assertions to the medla that we ourselves are not making because we don’t

want to prejudice the investigation,

in same vein, why do we want Hill to;be-ﬁngéirj_ngwﬁnsar al Sharia, when.we.aren’t doing that
ourselves until we have investigation results.. and the penultimate point could be abused by
Members to beat the State Department for not paying attention to Agency warnings so why do we

want to feed that either? Concerned...

+Jake Sullivan, Dave Adams here

This email is UNCLASSIFIED.

St e = om Ay b Ay 4 e

From: Nuiand, Victoria.J
Sent Friday, September 14, 2012 7:16 PM

F Qacretar Wy
fa \' L k.-" “‘,A“ﬂiw _'.

Shawn.Turner{ " a a8 Phode.s, Benjamin 1.;
Cc-f_/ '

Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for-Review

5._.’_.._' A

Are these for open or closed hearmg? ifopen, the line about “knowing” there were extremists among
he demonstrators will come back to us at pedium— how do we know, who were they, etc... So V'li

need answers to those if we deploy thatline; tx.



STATE STAfF NS T

JOm: Vietor, Tommy [l'homas_F._Vietor@'- = i
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 8:58 PM
To: Nuland, Victoria J; sullivan, Jacob J; Rhodes, Benjamin J.; STATE Pa
Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

We will use these too

----- Original Message-—--

From: Nuland, Victoria J [nulandvi@ 1

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 08:55 PM Eastern Standard Time

To: Vietor, Tommy; Sullivan, Jacob J; Rhodes, Bepjamin J;  St~e PA
Subject: Re: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

These are points for Congress to useé w press. Shdnt they be consistent with our own public lines if we are
recommending them?

e e

———— e _._____________-—-——__________--—

From: Vietor, Tommy [maiito:Thomas__F._Vietor@' 1
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 08:43 PM T
To: Sullivan, Jacob J; Rhodes, Benjamin J. <Benjamin_J._Rhodes@. - > S$TATE PA ¢ Nuland, Victoria J

Subiect: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

There is massive disinformation out there, in pasticular with Congress. They all think it was premeditated based
on inaccurate assumptions ot briefings. So I think this is a response to not only a tasking from the house intel
commitiee but also NSC guidance that we need to brief members/press and correct the record

----- Original Message--——-

From: Sullivan, JacobJ (Sulivand] @ 1

Sent: Friday, September 14,2012 0840 PM Eastern Qtandard Time

To: Rhodes, Benjamin J.; Vietor, Tommy; STATE PA . Nuland, Victoria J
Subject: FW: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

skinnying list. | do not understand the nature of this exercise. And some of the statemenis helow are new by me. Can
we have a conversation before this goes out?

e

Erom: Adams, David S

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 8:39 PM
To: Nuland, Victoria J; NSC Deputy Press Secretary; ., WA OF™ ;Shawn.Turner@c f PR
Rhodes, Benjamin J.; N SS, wWH PARESS CETA PA ;Sullivan, Jacob ]
Cc: CIA vEA

subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

e

I'm with Toria. The last bullet especially will read to members like we had been repeatedly warned.

1

Y/



From: Nuland, Victoria J
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 7:39 PM g )
+g: Nuland, Victoria J; NSC Depuity Press Secretary; ¢ s OPA Shawn.Turmer@ ;LT and _
1odes, BenjaminJ; NSS, WH P RESS STATE pA  Suliven, Jacob J;
adams, David 5
Ca CiA OTA
Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review
CAR 9PN
! just had a convo with ,and | now understand that these are being prepared to give to Members

" of Congress to use with the media.

On that basis, | have serious concerns about all the parts highlighted below; and arming members of
Congress to start making assertions to the media that we ourselves are not making hecause we don’t
want to prejudice the investigation.

In same vein, why do we want Hill to be fingering Ansar 3l Sharia, when we aren’t doing that
ourselves until we have investigation results... and the penultimate point could be abused by
Members to beat the State Depart‘ment for not paying attention to Agency warnings so why do we
want to feed that either? Concerned...

+Jake Suliivan, Dave Adams here

This email is UNCLASSIF 1ED.

I

e

From: Nuland, Victoria J
Ger™, Friday, September 14, 2012 7:16 PM

Ta: WSC Caputy Press Secretary; A oPr Shawn.Tumert . zap o 4 Rhodes, Berjamia 3;
NSS, WH PRESS T PR

Ca: CiA ©CA
Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

Are these for open or closed hearing? |f open, the line about “rnowing” there were extremists among
?

the demonstrators will come back to us at podium —how do we know, who were they, etc... Sol'll

need answers to those if we deploy that line, tx.

This emait is UNCLASSIFIED.

e

ST
From: Vietor, Tommy [mailto:Thomas F. Vietor@
Sent: Fridav. Sgntember 14, 2012 6:48 PM

Ta. _ L. 024 _Shawn.Turner@ __cya Ofp Rhodes, genjamin 1, NSS PRESS,
Wkt PRESS Nuland, Victoria 3; STATE PA
Cc cup

OCA
Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

>



FYl, Brennan will have edits. Im waiting for those.

e S P R

..__.____.___..—-—-..__.__-_____-—-__.._-

o TOLE ¢ Ciy ofk

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 6:43 PM

To: Shawn.Turner@ ' ¢in ops___; Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjar - -~ NSS PRESS,
WH PRESS nulandvi@ . STRTE PA

cc CiA oA
Subiect: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

Looping in State. I think that’s a good adjustment.

From: Shawn S Turner

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 6:41 PM

To: LA ¢ FPA; Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin J,; INSS ; WH PRESS
Cc: CiA OCA

Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

I've been very careful not to say we issued a warning. Any concerns with adjusting the first highlighted line 1o say:

e 0n10 Se;;t_fémber we notified Embassy Cairo of social media reports calling for a demonstration and encouraging
jitiadists to break into the Embassy.

e s ———————

From: Ciux OF&

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 6:24 PM

To: Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin J.; NSS; W PRESS
Ce: ¢4 9PShawn S Turner

Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

Thanks very much for your prompt response, Tommy.

Will send aver ta STATE.

From: Vietor, Tommy [mailto:Thomas F. Vietor@ |
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 6:21 PM

To: cia 2pp ; Rhodes, Benjamin 1 NSS;W H PRESS
Ce: ¢4 A ¥F%hawn S Turner

Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

S AL 2
u’f“\ Yy

"t know you're trying t0 move these fast so here's an initial round of edits. One small tweak in sentence 3of
bullet 1 for added clarity. Denis would also fike to make sure the highlighted pottions are full coordinated with
the State Department in the event that they get inguries.

HPsCl White Paper Talking Points for Use with the Media
14 September 2012

o The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were spontaneously inspired by
the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into'a direct assault against the US Consulate and subsequently
its annex. This assessment may change as additional information is collected and analyzed and currently available

information continues to be evaluated. On 10 September we warned of social media reports calling for a

3

47



demonstration in front of Embassy CAIRO and that jihadists were threatening to break into the Embassy. {this is ok
as changed above...)

The crowd almost certainly was a mix of individuals from across many sectors of Libyan society. The investigation is
on-going asto who is responsible for the violence. That being said, we do know that islamic extremists participated
in the violent demonstrations.

g linked the a ack ¢ o
5

its members were Iny
{& need forijinad to-counter-whatitvie

e The wide availability of weapons and experienced fighters in Libya almost certainly contributed to the lethality of
the attacks.

shas produced numerdus piecgs on the threat of extremists finked to al-Qaeda in Benghazi and eastern
tioted'that, since’ AP there-have-beenat] ;‘_fjge--&hérialttacks against foreign interests.n _nggh_au
‘assailants, includin ,;he;m'pg;a'ftéqlgag_ggﬁspgjeﬁe§_B'ifiﬁ’;;‘h\Ah1bassadbr's convoy. We cannotrulerout

that individ ual§ had previously surveilled the US facilities, also contributing to the efficacy of the attacks.

s The US Government is working with Libyan authorities and intelligence partners in an effort to help bring to justice
those responsible for the deaths of US citizens.

From: ... Cw OFA 1
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 5:09 PM

To: Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin J.; MNas, W i PRESS
Cc: CIA OCA Shawn.Turner@ _

Subject: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

Colieagues:
Apologies for the  13Y.
Piegse review this revised version:

HPSCl White Paper Talking points for Use with the Media
14 September 2012

o The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were spontaneousiy inspired by
the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US Consulate and subsequently
its annex. This assessment may change as additional information is collected and analyzed and currently available

information continues to be evaluated. On 10 September we warned of social media reports calling fora
demonstration in front of the Embassy and that jihadists were threatening to break into the Embassy.

o The crowd almost certainly was @ mix of individuals from across many sectors of Libyan society. The investigation is
on-going as to who is responsible for the violence. That being said, we do know that Islamnic extremists partlcnpated
in the violent demonstrations.

o initial press reporting linked the attack to Ansar al-Sharia. The group has since released a statement that its o
jeadership did not order the attacks, but did not deny that some of its members were invoived. Ansar al-Sharia’s

4

Y



-

racebook page aims to spread sharia in Libya and emphasizes the need for jihad to cou
interpretations of Islam, according to an open source study.

nter what it views as false

. The wide availability of weapons and experienced fighters in Libya almost certainly contributed to the lethality of

the attacks.

e The Agency has produced numerous pieces on the threat of extremists linked to al-Qaeda in Benghazi and eastern

Libya. These noted that; since April, there have been at least five other attacks against

foreign interests in Benghazi

by unidentified assailants, incl uding the June attack against the British Ambassador's convoy. We cannot rule out
that individuals had previously surveilled the US facilities, also contributing to the efficacy of the attacks.

e The US Government is working with Libyan authorities and intelligence partnersin an e
those responsible for the deaths of US citizens.

Chief, Media Relations
CIA Office of Public Affairs

%3

fFort to help bring to justice



From: S Sata

?ent: Friday, September 14, 2012 8:15 PM
o: T ot -
Ce: 2] <t AR -

Subject: : Revised HFfSCI;taklng points

Here's where we stand as of this hour.

Everyone has submitted coordination comments.

The State Departrment had major reservations with much or most of the document. We revised the document-with their
concerns in mind. The latest version is below, as sent to State.

IR SR SR RS PR R e €l St i

Toria:

We further discussed the HPSC talking points with your comments and concerns imind.
*he FBIdid not have major concerns with the points and offered only a co;&_.eple'af'minor'gug_gestions.

Here's the latestversion of the points. Please let us know yo'ur thoughts.A’SAP; R

Thanks, -

HPSC] White Paper Talking Points for Use with the Media
14 September 2012

o The currently available informatien suggests that the demonstratiensin Benghazi were spontaneocusly
inspired by the protests at the US Embassy.in Cairo and evoived into a direct assault against the US
Consulate and subsequently its annex. This assessment may change as additional information is collected
and analyzed and currently available information contihues to be evaluated. On 10 September the Agency
notified Embassy Cairo. of social media reports ealling fora demonstration and encouraging jihadists to.

break into the Embassy.

is:on-going as.to who is respanséble for the violence, although the crowd almost certainly

e The investigation
remists participated in the

was 2 mix of individuals. That being said, there are indications that istamicext
violent demonstrations. :



AL
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From: [ TR, fais ' |
Sent: Fﬁaa ,_@_"ﬁ_t@iﬁer 14, 2072 519 PV _ -
To: ‘sJo. ' 'nulandvi{______ |Thomas F Vietor{__ Bhawn S Tumer;
l 'Ba_ﬁgmln J - Rhodes| [ AoeCetais |
""':}," el '_"-5) " 7 . |
'S iivanJJ] 'AdamsDE! 8 s Tss8 I
Subject: Re: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

Just a question- but separate from the FB! concems, has DOJ, provided input? They will have io deal with the the
prosecution and refaied legal matters surrounding the federal snvesﬂganon

Framl Cra oif ! - |
To: nulandvj <pulandvig |; Thomas_F. Vietorl l‘lhomas_F._VletDJ:_j

Shawn.Turne hewn. Tumet 1 cra o7 ]
___I<Beniamin_J. Rhodﬁ ' T ~NES Fosss |
e ; i 2953 _L
== e "' e o ———— _ISullivanilq 1
< Sufivand FAdamsosi  JcadamsDs | e
(14 &gt ,

Sent: Fri Sep 14 19:52:25 2012 :
Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Poirits for Review

On that very issue, Toria, we afe waiting to hiear back from the Bureau. | ¢ -

e o s 4 e o o R S e e ek T S 38 440

From Nuland Vdona b [malfto'nulandviﬂf |
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 7:39P
To: Nuland, Victoria J; NSC Deputy Press Secrétaty;| ¢ /.

= AT s&: }\} e =L & Wy X A )
.| 2 de '

Subject: RE Revised HPSCI Taiking Points for Review

hawn S Tumer ( /7 2~ des, Benjamin J.;
—=‘Fullivan, Jacob 3; Adams, David S

tjust had a convo with E;_E?;,and‘,l now understand that these are being prepared to give to Members
of Congress to use with the media. . _—

On that basis, | have serious concerns about all the parts'highlighted below, and armmg meambers of
Congress to start:making assertions to the media that we. ourselves are.not making because we don't

want to prejudice the investigation:

in same vein, why.do we want Hill'to be. fingering Ansar al Sharia, when we aren 't doing that
ourselves until we have investlgatlon results... .and the penultimate point could be.abused by
Members to beat the State’ Department for nof paying attention-to-Agency warnings so why do we

want to feed that either? Concerned...

Jake Suilivan, Dave Adams here



From: Niland, Victoria J [nulang
Sent: 1 tember 14, 2012 gz rvr

To:
Ce: | F i W (72 _:_'__ LA

F ]
Subject: Re: Revised HPSCl taking points

These don't resofve all my issues or those of my building leadership. They are consulting wNSS.

From:L At &SR

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 08:58 PM

Te: Nuland, Victoria 3 —_—

Co:| s /0 £20 ofh g oA = J

Subject: Revised HPSCI taking points

Toria:
We further discussed the HPSCI talking points with your comments.@nd concerns in mind.
The FB! did not have mzjor concerns with the points and offered only a couple of minor. suggestions.

Here's the latest version of the points. Please let us know your thoughts:ASAP.

Thanks,

HPSCI White Paper Taiking Points for Use with the Media
14 September 2012

o The currently-available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were spontaneously
inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and avolved.Into-a direct assault against the US
Consulate and sitbsequently its annex. This assessment may change as additional information is collected
and analyzed and currently avallable information continues to be evaluated. On 10 September the Agency
notified Embassy €airo of social media reports calling for a. demenstration and.encouraging jihadists to

break into the Embassy.
The investigation is on-going as to wha is responsible for the violence, although the crowd almost cartainly
was a mix of individuals. That being said, there are indications that Islamic extremists participated in the

violent demonstrations.

The wide availability of weapons and experienced fighters in Libya almost certainly contributed to the
lethality of the attacks. :

The Agency has produced numerous pieces on'the threat of extremists linked to al-Qaeda in Benghazi and
eastern Libya. Since Aprll, there have been at least five other attacks against foreign interests in Benghazi
by unidentified assailants, including the lune attack against the British Ambassador’s convoy. We cannot
rule out that individuals had previously surveilled the US facilities, also contributing to the efficacy of the

attacks.



_STATE STACE ASET. -

‘rom: Nuland, Victoria J
sent: Friday, September 14,2012 9:24 PM
To: Sullivan, Jacob J
Subject: Fw: Revised HPSCI taking points
Fysa

From: Nuland, Victoria J

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 09:23 PM
To: | can ofx T =
Cc: State PA 3G ) _ Cuh oarn, cin OCA _ —_—
Subject: Re: Revised HPSCI taking points

These don't resolve all my issues oF those of my building leadership. They are consulting w NSS.

From: _ . Cix ofx

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 08:58 PM

“To: Nuland, Victoria J

cc: Stote PR i Ci4 ©OPs ma ofn e
Subject: Revised HPSCI taking points

Toria:
We further discussed the HPSCt talking points with your comments and concerns in mind.
The FBI did not have major concerns with the points and offered only a couple of minor suggestions.
Here’s the latest version of the points. Please let us know your thoughts ASAP.
Thanks,
b o

HPSCI White Paper Talking points for Use with the Media
14 September 2012

o The currently available info rmation suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were spontaneously
inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US
Consulate and subseguently its annex. This assessment may change as additional information is collected
and analyzed and currently available information continues to be evaluated. On 10 September the Agency
notified Embassy Cairo of social media reporis calling fora demonstration and encouraging jihadists to
break into the Embassy.

s The investigation is on-going as to who is responsible for the violence, atthough the crowd almost certainly
was a mix of individuals. That being said, there are indications that'is‘amic extremists participated in the
violent demonstrations.
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The wide availability of weapons and experienced fighters in Libya almost certainly contributed to the
lethality of the attacks.

o The Agency has produced numerous pieces on the threat of extremists linked to al-Qzeda in Benghazi and

eastern Libya. Since April, there have been at least five other attacks against foreign interests in Benghati
by unidentified assailants, including the June attack against the British Ambassador's convoy. We cannot
rule out that individuals had previously surveilled the US facilities, also contributing to the efficacy of the

attacks.
The US Government is working with Libyan authorities and intelligence partners in an effort to help bring

to justice thase responsible for the deaths of US citizens.

-— {f‘/ Z-nﬂ

Chief, Meéia Relations
CIA Office of Public Affairs

\V3
o)



From: Suilivan, Jacob J ISuI!rvanJJﬁ /
Sent: Friday,. September 14,2012 9:25 PM e
To: Adams_Damd land, Victoria J; NSC ecretary;| < - v |Shawn S
02 em PEQUBLE g5
,‘quu pRAAY: it T LY :;7;’_
Ce: R - L G
Subject: ‘Re: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

I spoke with Tommy. We'll work through this in the morning and get comments back.

et regete s = fam § ot dzraes s = o skt g B o o e e g R e 24 ke 8 4Lt 44 i et s ey

From Adams, Dawd S

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 08:38 PM .

To: Nuland, Victoria 1; NSC Deputy Press Secretary;[ 77 <.  Shawn. Turner{ |
<ShawnTumer{ /0 o, IRhudes, Benjamin J. -
<Benjamin_J._Rhodes( T AKs #7558 |
!j A SS 5558 LAl AriiS  Sraiy [Sulfivan, Jacob

Subgﬁ RE_R‘ewsed FTPBCZ Talking Polnts for Review

¥'m with Toria. The fast buiiet especially will read to members like we had been repeatedh/ warned.

ot b g =

me' Nuland Vctona 3 - - : .

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 7:39 PM -

To: Nufand, Victoria J; NSCDeputyPressSecretary,l .7 o4 Bhawn.Tumer C/t o/ !
“hodes, Benjamin J.; ANSS T, Lk Arsf  CTaFi L Sulfivan, Jacob J;

Adams DaVId s I_ -) 3 TN “,_5 £=E0 4 S_J.l__._a.;_ .!: S o I

cc' f f C” w4

Subje_cFRE HPSCI Talking Points for Review

i just had a convo with'L &7 land I'now understand that these are béing. prepared ta give to Members )
of Congress to use with the media.

On that basis, | have serious concerns about all the parts highlighted below, and arming members of
Congress to start raking assertions to the media that we ourselves are not making because we don’t

want to prejudice the investigation.

In same vein, why do we want Hill to be fing_ering Ansar 3l Sharia, wheén we aren’t doing that
ourselves until we have investigation results... and the penultimate poirit.could be abused by
Members to beat the State Department for not’ pavmg attention to Agency warnings so why do we

want {o feed that either? Concerned...

+Jake Sullivan, Dave Adams here

.ds email is UNCLASSIFIED.



iy KA

From: Vistor, Tommy [Tho'mas,_F._Vietur'

Sent: Friday, Septem i ; P!

To: ¢ J—A oA ]hujgndv{ | Shawn S Tumer;
- - - - A"

Ce: [ e I— FRL Weso

Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

Given the DOJ equities and States desire to run some traps, safé to assume we can hold on this until tomommow?

——Original Message--—- o
From:| &3 Pees |
Sent: Friday, Sent 14, 2012 09:19 PM ﬁastem Standard Time

:I T Of i Imllandvl Vietor, To_mn_mjh_axcnﬂhmeﬂ__& oPh
Rhodes Bejamin J.:| A)cg Qress WH Pess, Stete PA )
Sullivanl] . [ FRr @ees |

Ce:| cTh och
Subject: Re: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Revxew

Just a question- but separate from the FBl concems, has DOJ, provided input? They will have to.deat with the the
presecution and related iegal matters surrounding the federai investigation. - .

Ppgs "_—I

[ Sullivandi |

cep ockh

Sent: Fri Sep 14 19:52:25 2012
Subject:.RE: Revised HPSCI Taliing Points for Review

On that very issue, Toria, we are waiting to hear back from the Bureau: o €A

me Nuiand Vichoria 1 [maifto: nulandvjd I
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 7:39PM .
Shawn S Tumer; i ofit odes, Benfamin J.;

|}J‘?Z %«.95 -' ” N/ . Sullivan, Jacob J; Adams, David S

Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talldng Points for Review

! just bad a convo withnd I now understand that these are being prepared to give to Members
~f Congress to use with the media. : .

-,

7



Sullivan, Jacob J

fom: Sullivan, Jacob J
Sent: Friday, September 14,2012 9:32 PM
To: Nuland, Victoria J
Subject: Re: Revised HPSCI taking points

Talked to Tommy - we can make edits.

From: Nuland, Victoria

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 05:23 PM
To: Sullivan, Jacob 1

Subject: Fw: Revised HPSCI taking points

Fysa

From: Nuland, Victoria J
Sent: Friday, Seotember 14, 2012 09:23 PM
To: | ey OFK :

c STATE V¥

A Cif QTA Cin CFN .
Subject: Re: Revised HPSCI taking points

—_—

These don't resclve all my issues or those of my building leadership. They are consulting w NSS.

Fron Cizg al¥x
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 08:58 PM
To: Nuland, Victoria J

Cc: STATE PA CAm __obm el 90K _ i
subject: Revised HPSCI taklng points

Toria:

We further discussed the HPSC! tatking points with your comments and concernsin mind.

The EBI did not have major concerms with the points and offered only a couple of minor suggestions.

Here’s the latest version of the points. Please let us know your thoughts ASAP.

Thanks,

crh oth

HPSCl White Paper Talking Points for Use with the Media
14 September 2012

o The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were spontaneously
inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US
Consulate and subsequently its annex. This assessment may change as additional information is collected
and analyzed and currently available information continues to be evaluated. On 10 September the Agency

1
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notified Embassy Cairo of social media reports calling for a demonstration and encouraging jihadists to
break into the Embassy.

The investigation is on-going as to who is responsible for the violence, although the crowd almost certainly
was a mix of individuals. That being said, there are indications that lslamic extremists participated in the
violent demonstrations.

The wide availability of weapons and experienced fighters in Libya almost certainly contributed to the
lethality of the attacks.

The Agency has produced numerous pieces on the threat of extremists linked to al-Qaeda in Benghazi and
eastern Libya. Since April, there have been at least five other attacks against foreign interestsin Benghazi
by unidentified assailants, including the June attack against the British Ambassador's convoy. We cannot
rule out that individuals had previously surveilled the US facilities, also contributing to the efficacy of the
attacks.

The US Government is working with Libyan uthorities and intelligence partnersinan effort to help bring
to justice those responsible for the deaths of US citizens.

cEh oPh

Chief, Media Relaticns

CIA Office of Public Affairs

&Y



{

crh oph i _
From: Fihodés Benjamin J. {Beruamsri_.l Rhodes{ I

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 9:34 PM i
To: : Vietor, T I Ttess l £ A P?i? I’NulancNJJ- | Shawn
S Tumer|cLH or Nes Pre=s
‘=’r1&.:f‘e_ PA " [Salfivand]t s
T]T Pcess §m|
Lo ci A oCh
Subject:’ Re: Revised HPSC! Talking. Paints for Review
Al -

Sorry to be late to this discussion. We need to resolve this in a way that respects all'of the relevant equities, particularly
the investigation. ’

There is a ton of wrong information getting out into the public domain from Congress and people who are not
particularly informed. insofar as we have firméd up assessments that don't compromise Intel of the investigation, we
need to have the capability to correct the record as there are significant policy and messaging ramifications that would

fiow from a hardened mis-impression.

We can-take this up tomorrow morning at depuities.

—_——— et et ot = e <7t s fmr e rm § i g s S AT ShmAm wamma M € fhemner o nos RS i e

e e pemem ¢ armsam e reamio e R e

From Vietor, Tommy
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 09:26 PM. .
Fer T <z A& OF LS |

"nulandvi s % hawnTwnett <Shaug1Tumer|—C3:d- O?R I|

F'sullivand)| [

o ——
e wl FBL Fess ]

FRT Omss

crh oCh

Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

Given the DOJ equities and States desire to run some traps, safe to.assume we can hold on this until tomorrow?

—-Original Messa,
From: | I %&%

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 09:19 PM Eastern Standard Time.
To] cC& OfH | nulandvﬁ Vietor, Tommy; 'Shawn,Tumner{ | <zf ofPA
Rhodes, BTniamin'.’é i NSE Yeess, bod Fress, Ste Pk r [
‘Sullivanly 'AdamsDS)| ’ Q:V;'I e '

Cef cxk ochl - R

Subject: Re: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

Just a question- but separate from'the FBI concems, has DOJ; provided input? They. will have to-deal with the the
prosecution and related legal matters sumounding the fedéral investigation.




e -
Sent: iday, September 14, 2012 9:36 PM:

o: Rhodes, Benjamjn L Vietor. Tommy; Fexr ez _ Nuianavy |
ShawnSTume ﬁ : (YR =~
—

||: EST P:e-é-s' - | erd &
T Oc. k
Subject: ' RE: Revised HPSCI Télking Points for Review.

Thanks, Ben. Loéping in EI: ’FO

—r—— g

From° Rhodes Bemamiﬁ L [mailtn Ben]amaru Rhod |

- Sent: Friday, Septe 29:34 PM e{;
To: Vietor, Tommy; F%I Peess "Iﬁ- of flnulandv]  |shawn STumer;[CER 878
| /Ugs Pss, H Yees S5G Te. “SillivanJ)

=l Press
Col <z P
Subject: Re:: Revised HPSCI Talking Paiints for Review

-

All -

Sorry to be iate to this discussion. Weneed to resclve this in a way that respects all of the relevant equities, particularly
the investigation. :

There is a tor of wrong information getting cut into the public domam from Congress and people whe are not
particularly informed. Insofar as we have firmed up assessmentsthat don't compromise intel or the mvestlgatson we
eed to have the capability to correct the record, as there are significant'policy and messaging ramifications that would

flow from a hardened mis-impression,

We can take this up tomorrow mosning at deputies.

From V‘letor, Tommy

Sent: Frida ber 14, 2012 09:26 PM B )
To: =SS ) ] 1" TA O .Y ] .
‘nul nulandy | 'Shawn. Turngl ShawnTumerl LT # OFR ]
ﬁl Rhodes, Ben;amln 1 ASS Fees?, h )H Vcclh;SnJJ

Sulliva

3
Sier T <M =
e |

Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

Given the DOJ equities and States desire to run some traps, safe to assume we can hold on this until tomorrow?

—--Ongmal Message—— )
From: | ¥ Yces ]
‘ent: Friday, September 14, 2012 09:19 PM Eastern Standard Time

To:| Cr ) Ok |'nulandyj Vietor, Tommy, '‘Shawn TumUA orl




evised HPSCI taking points

Subjecl

oPh
Than Fyl FBi says AQ {not AQIM) was: involved-arid they are pursuing that theory.

So we are not ahead of law eénforcementnow:

S0 are cleared to send to congress?

SR g e e

mDEr 14,2012 09:14PM -
Tol 4 och

celezhloc
Subject: PW: Revised HPSCI taking polrits

S iy

Here’s where we stand as of this hour.

Everyone has submitted coordination comments.

The State Department had major reservations with much or most of the document. We revised the document wath their
concerns in mind. The latest version is below, as sent to State.

[ =Hoph

PA _ .
Sent: Friday, 14, 2012 8:59 PM ,
. To:
el Shie PR__|_cxh OPR/ 0@4 N

Subject: Revised H 1g points

Toria:
We further discussed the HPSC! taiking points Wwith your comments and concerns in mind.

The FBI did not have major concerns with.the points and-offered only a_bcoupl'e of minor:suggestions.

Here’s the latest version of the points. Please.let us know your thoughts ASAP,

Thanks,

@4 otk

HPSCI' White Paper Talking Points for Use:with.the Media
14 September 2012

The currently avaiiable information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were spontaneously
inspired by the protests at the US Embassy In Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US
1
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r CEH ok e .
Z::;:: s P(ﬁigzma 9:44 PM . ] _
o %ﬁ in_J. Hhodes Thomas b Eﬁtﬁ:——i—l
; - ’Sulliv ‘_’_g:amsnﬁiss' S —] -
= [z:tg.‘ Dod  [Beoyd, Dean (Nm}e(ﬁﬁén)L

Subject: Re Flemed HPSCI Talking Points for Review

including DO on the emal{ VO  pndDeanBoyd.

me{ CJ:A DA

To: Benjamin_J._Rhodes| jamin_). Rhodesi | Thomas j ,_Vietor
<Thormas: F._Vietol | F %‘C. ‘Pﬁ.e.c, ulandV. <Nu!a
Shawn. Tumeﬂ | <Shawn, Tumed

Nes Preas WH Peess, 51-4-?, PA

[Stte PA Sullivani] <Suilivani]] [ Adamsbd EAdamsDS( |
[ v ?re_és [ cT# ¥vo [

Cc:| <& oc H }

Sent: Fi Sep 14 21:36:15 2012

Subjact: RE: Revised HPSTI Talking. Poinits for Review

Thanks, Ben. Looping it ¢ A [FO

rom: Rhodes Ben;aman [mailto: Benjamin_J Rhoded:

e i i i e . e e

Sent: Friday, Septe 14, 2012 S:34 PM.

To: Vietor, Tommy; F T Weess [ CEA ovk Jilandv .4—
== beess qu H eﬂsg_ St PA umva

‘Ada ¥ 5L Veess

Cc:[ cTH ok : —

Subject: Re: Ravised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

All -

Sorry to be late to this discussion. We need to resolve this id a way that respects all of the relevant equities, particularly
the investigation. '

There is 4 ton of wrong information getting outinto the piiblic dommain from Congress and people whao are not
particufarly informed. Insofar as we have firmed up assessments that don't compromise intel or the investigation, we
need tohave the capability to correct the:record; asthere are'significant pollcy and messaging ramifications that would

fiow fram a hardened mis-impressiosn.

We can take this up tomorrow moming at députles.

o i e B | s

From Vietor, Tommy

Sent: Fi ber14 2012 0926 PM
o | CTH OF A ]
‘nulandvj <nula[g] l; 'Shawn Tumer| k&bﬁ!ﬁﬂlﬂ!&@d (,,Id OPﬂ
k!



Il oPl- |
From: m

Sent: Frida ber 14, 2012 9:52 PM
YVo: C T A DO

58! cTA S0 | SADCA
Subject: Draf Note for Director on HPSCI TPs

i } Hefe’s a draft note to the DIRECTOR .

Sir — We've tried to work the draft talking points for HPSCI through the coerdination process but have run into major
problems. Perhaps as a result of the afternoon teleconference, a number of agencies have been looped in. The White
House cleared quickly, but State has major concerns. The Buréau cleared with.a few comments but asked that Justice,
which would handle any criminal prosecution, be brought in. It is.evident that will not happen tonight, and Ben Rhodes

has asked that this issue be reviewed tomorrow morning at the Deputies’ 'meetirlg.

Additionally, Eric Schmitt of the NYT contacted us to let us know that he had spoken with Rep. Ruppersberger who had
given him a readout of your session.



"

From: CI A Of

Sent: ?nda_aiefmmumugﬂ

Tor ' =3 /oPA

<C:

Subject: _RE: Revlsed HPSCI !aklng pomts

Nope

mel[ OT & T o

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 5:43 PM
Td =x A om ocAj

Subject: Re: HPSCI taking points

LII_ﬂLD . . .
Thanks Fyi FB! says AQ (not AQIM) was involved and they are pursuing that theory.

S¢ we are not zhead of law enforcement now.

So are cleared to send to congress?

[N YV AR

uhject FW Revised HPSCI takihg points
Here's where we stand as of this hour.
Everyoné has submitted coordination comn}'eh'ts.

The State Department had m'ajor'reéeryations with much or most of the document. We revised the document with their
¢oncerns in mind. The latest version is below, as sent to State.

x4 opA
frome <4 df

Sent: Fﬁday, entember 14,2012 8:58 FM

e

e e = L+ ety s fmi i T S i i -

Toria:

We further discussed the HPSCI talking points with your comiments and-€oncems in mind.
The FB! did not have major concerns with the paints and offered only a-coiup!e_a of minor suggestions.

‘ere’s the latest version of the points, Please let us know your thoughts ASAP.



&L 0¥k |
From: . | C:LZ; OFZL]

§ent: . Frida! tembeér 14, 20612 10:22 PM.
(-5
oe: U;A' F D [Fo ] :

- Subject: .. FW: Revised HPSCI taking pelnts . ; & =

@— attached below.is the latest version of the HPSCI tafkers 'l séad you another email chain with Ben Rhodes’
comment. Cheers| €T fr obh

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 9:53 PM
To:| C (&) oﬂi? ok

Cc: |cxh och )
Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI taking points

i S—— A b

Su : Revised HPSTI tzking peints
[v)
Thanks Fyi FBI says AQ {not AQIM) was involved and they are pursuing that theory.

30 we are not ahead of law enforcement now.

So are cleared to send to congress?

Subject r—w Revised HPSCT taking points
Here's where we stand as of this hour.

Everyone has submitted coordmatson comments.

The State Department had major reservations with much or most of the document. We revnsed the dacument with their
concerns in mind. The latest version is below, as sent to State.

[Eh ok
e

e et an i Aee 7 cmam e i —— e & e 36 0 PR

Sent: Friday 14, 2012 8:53.PM
. Te: ,
e Tk obh/ock ]
sSubj [ 2king points




. Toria:
We further discussed the HPSCI talking'pbints with your comments and concerns in mind.

vhe FBt did not have major concerns with the points and offered enly a eouple of minor suggestions.

Here’s the iatest version of the points. ‘Please let.us know your thoughts. ASAP.

Thanks,

i c;ElA— ot#
: - HPSCI White Paper Talking Points for Use with the Media
14 Septer_nber-.Z_OlZ

e The currently available informiation suggests that the demonistrations in Benghazi were spontaneously
inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evoived into a direct assault against the US
Consulate and subsequently its annex. This assessment may change as additional informaticn is collected
and analyzed and currently available information continues to be evaluated. On 10 September the Agency
notified Embassy Cairo of social media reports calling for a demonstration and encouraging jihadists to

break into the Embassy.

The investigation is on-going as to wko is responsible for'the violence, although the crowd almost certainky
was a mix of individuals. That being said, there are indications that Islamic extremists participated in the

vioient demonstrations.

.o Thewide availability of weapons and experienced fighters in Libya almost certainly contributed to the
lethality of the attacks. B -

The Agency has produced numerous pieces on the threat of extremists linked to al-Qzeda in Benghazi and
eastern Libya. Since April, there have been at least five other attacks against foreign interests in Benghazi
by unidentified assailants, including the June attack against the British Ambassador’s convoy. We cannot
rule out that individuals had previously surveilled the US facilities, also contributing.to the efficacy of the

attacks.

The US Government is working with Libyan,authoritiés and intelligence partnersinan effort to help bring
to Justice those responsible for the deaths of US citizens.

cTh ofk
Chief, Media Relations
ClA Office of Public Affairs



UNCLASSIFIED -
.-HPSCI White Paper Talking Peints for Use with the Media

- 14 September 2012
| @)

@? { The currently availabi¢ information suggests that the demonstrafions in Benghazi were
- " | spontansously inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in Caifo and evolved into a direct
assaﬂkagaimﬁéuschnsﬂamandsubsequenﬂyitsamex.’m assessment may change as
additional information is collected and dnalyzed and currently available informatio
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s
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; 'rhe id ¥ ility © weapons and e ? ﬁg‘ﬂﬂﬁiﬂ
-oftheeﬁaek?w | |
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Fie US Government is working with Libyan authorities spshisteticaacape
to hwip-bring to Justice those responsible for the deaths of Ut of




UNCLASSIFTED

um-mw?\ Fron'J xk oThA Subject: Fw: DDCIA tasking — IMMEDIATE — by 1100 today

Terorism Analysis(8/15) — coord on TPs for HPSCI

liTClﬁ To: [¢F& O&CL]
.Date: 11/21/2012 01:4 PM N i . =

"'@-_n .nl-" "
This-message-is digitally signed.

Classification; UNCLASSIFIED,_

arrorism Analysis

Just to complete tha loop.

L Fomarded_—by[—(":t A STA }m 1112112012 01:45 PM —
From: [ cxA OTA ]
Te:
G cTh DI, NE
Date: 05/15/2012 09 W__
Subject: Re: Fw: DDCIA tasking — IMMEDIATE — by 1100 today (8/15)— coord on TPs for HPSCi

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED

They are fine-with me. But, brst'tj é;.ire HPSCl.won't like them. 'i-)

LL—F_&FA |

Director, Office of Terrorism Analysis

| b |. _Crassification: UNGLASSIFIED =====... 09/15/2012 09:47:46 AM
From: _bf— 1
i <Th oA 1 NE _ |
Date: 09/15/2012 09:47 AM _ ,
Subject: Fw: DDCIA tasking ~ IMMEDIATE ~ by 1100 today (8/15) — cecrd an TPs for HPSC!

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED

Please let us know if you have any comments by 13:30.

Thanks!

UNCLASSIFIED

=
.
e,y

L



-UNCLASSIFIED

N

[

VF

l
Executive Assistant to the DI Front Office ..

— Forwarded by L ~on 09/15/2012 08:46 AM — .
From: B0 C.Q:E “-0 ) -
& Nes, £0 _
NS | XA FO ]
b, Ncg J
Date: 09/15/2012 09:45 AM ' )
Subject: DDCIA tasking — IMMEDIATE — by 1160 today {9/15) — coord on TPs for HPSCI

DDCIA requests right away intemal coordination on the enclosed unclass TPs for HPSCI. Please respond

ASAP.

[bdcia-Fo

UNCLASSIFIED..
UNCLASSIFIED:

HPSCI White Paper Talking Points for Use with the Media

14 September 2012 |

The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were
spontaneously inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a
direct assault against the US Consulate and subsequently:its annex.

This assessment may change as sdditional information is.collected and analyzed and as
currenitly available information continues to be evaluated.

The investigation is on;going, and the US Government is working with.Libyan authorities
to bring to justice those responsible for the deaths of US citizens.

UNCEASSIFIED

T
i



" UNCLASSIFIED

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED =
Classification: UNCLASSIFIED-
Classification: UNCLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIED



" UNCLASSIFIED

£ I > .
K From: Matthew G. Qlsen .  Subject: [AIN}FW: Unclassified Talking Points
% ok Tot? Pleass respond i "Mauhgw '
&. Olsen™ . . 3 .

History: This message has beer forwarded.

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED

From: | @ A) CTe_ /O . .
Sent: Szturday, September 15, 2012 13:51 AM

To: Nicholas J Rasmussen; Matthew G. Olsen

ce:| Dcte.
Subject: Unclassified Talking Points

Sirs - Here is what we sent Heather Molino (Ruppersberger)

It’s very early, less tham 72 hours gincé the attack. 80 there ia a lot we
don’'t know. ' ’

As time progresses, we are learning more, but we still don't have a complete
picture of what happened. Fortunately we have. the FBI leading the s
investigation of the attack. Regrettably they have .21l too muchk experience. in
these matters. :

.

At this point, we are not aware of any acticnable intelligence that this
attack wae planned or imminent. The intelligence community is combing through
reporting from before and after the attack to_ determine the full extent of who

was involved.

wndorivéntional weapons were stored in unsecured

Libya is awash in weapons.-
Following the revolution, there are still many

locations across the cocuntry.

UNCLASSIFIED




. QNCLASSIFIED
well-armed militia remaining.

Since the revolution, we have some indicators al-Qa'ida and othexr groups are
seeking to establish a presence in Libya. Remember some -senior-al-Qa‘ida
members such as Abu Yahya al-Libi came from Libya.

We are very cautious about drawing any firm -conclusions at this point with
regard to the identification and motivation of the attackers. The IC is
working aggressively to this end, and the FBI will continue its
investigation. ) : .

Unrest in the Middle Bast-createa a permissive environment for terrorists. In
the days and weeks ahead, we need to be especially wvigilant in protecting our

people,

Legislative Liaison
Office of the Director
of National Intelligence

: = UNCLASSIFIED



“UNCLASSTIFIED

!

From: -Rhodes, Benjamind. Subject: [AIN]RE:.
Date:- 09/45/2012 11:12 AM 14 ‘micha

e

28

| Robert.Cardi .
metl.olsen
}Egﬂgmh' _

o A r/oPh I ,

crd FO

Cer

Pleasarespond to "Rhodes;

Benfamin.f.”

CLASSIFICATICHN: UNCLASSIFiED

This is good by me.

----- Origiﬁal i -
From: michaejm&g;le [i;:'ailto:michaejm} |
Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 11:0

To: Robert.Cardilld | -alanrg | matt.olsen ]

sullivani 7 mark.giuliang Rhodesg, Benjamin

jei i A liga:monacol |

ce: | e XA och /of B
Subject: | /s cxAND .

Per the discussion at. Deputies, here are the revised TPs for HESCI. Let me
know what you think. -

—--The currently available information suggests +hat the demonstrations in

Benghazi were spontaneously inspired by the protests: at the US Embassy in
Cairo and evolved into a direct agsault againmst the US -Consulate and
subséquently its apnex. There are :i._ndications that . extremists participated in

the violent demonstrations.

addjtional informatioa is collected and

--This assessment wmay change as
ble information continues to be evaluated.

analyzed and.as currently availa

and the US Government is working with Libyan

--The investigation is on-geing.,
thosée responsible for the deaths US citizens.

authorities to bring to quti‘cé»

UNCLASSIFIED



UNCLASSIFIED .

Lo From: Matthew G.Olsen  Subject: [AIN} RE:
P Date: 09/15/2012 11:15AM 1o ‘Rhodes; Benjamin J.", MICHAEIM , Robert Cardillo, Alan
RPi ieanjf ‘mark.giullan
jeingl ) lisa.monac
Ge: ’pwﬂ' cC / 0 ek '
-l ech TO

Please respondto “Matthew
G.Olen”

e

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFEED

Michael -- This locks good to me.

-Matt

*t-’tf*t*****t.*tt*’*’ﬁ**t'*t*it*tt.ﬁi*

These are the points that ONDI leg sént ta Rﬁpperéberger yesterday afternoon
based on liis reguest: )

It's very early, less than 72 hours gince the.attack. So there is a lot we

don't know.

As time.progresses, we afg 1eafning-morey but we still don't nhave a complete
picture of what happened. Fortunately we have the FBI leading the
investigation of the attack. Regrettably they have: all too much experience in

these matters.
At this poirit, we are rot aware of any actionmable intelligence that this

attack was planned oxr immirent. The intelligence.community is -combing through
reporting from before and after the attack to determine the full extent of who

was involved.

Libya is awash in weapons - unccnvehtionalrwéapons were stored in unsecured
locations across the country. ‘Following the .revocluticn, thexre zare gtill many
wéllfarmed.militia*remainingm .

Since the revoluticn, we have..some indicators'alrQalida.and'othér groups are
gsecking to establish a presence in Libya. Remember some genlor al-Qa‘ida
members such as Abu Yahya &1-Libi-came from Libya.

We. are very cautious.about: drawing any firm conclusions at this point with

regard to the idemtification and motivation of the attackers. The IC ig

UNC;AS*S‘-IFIED



UNCLASSIFIED

working aggressively &o this ehdy and the FBI. will continue its investigation.

Unrest in the Middle East, cxeates-a permissive environment for terrorists. In
the days and weeks zhead, we need to be especially vigilant in protecting our
people. .

From: Rhodes, Bénjamin.d. {mailto:Benjamin_J, Rhodes| l
Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 11:12 AM" - i

To: MIC .  Robert Cardillo; Alan R Pino; Matthew G. Olsen;
sullivanijj| k.giuliand — | jeingli{ |
1isa.monacj | o L

ce:| ¢k OC c -
Sgbj[ect:AﬁE:'ﬂ'ZQQ& I% £S —]

This is gcood by me.

----=0riginal Message----- =
From: michasjm@ucia.gov fmailto:michaejy
Sent: Saturday, Se . 2012 "11:0 .

To: Robert.Cardill alanrp matt.olse
sullivani
jeingli -

= — L] * j
.gialiano Rhodes, Benjamin J.;
Cec: O
SnjecceEhoch/oth _ SEREO ]

per the discussion at Deputies,-here are thé revised TPs for HPSCI. Let me

know what you thinXK.

--The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in
Benghazl were spontaneously inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in
Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US Ccasulate and
subsequently its.annex. There are indications—thaﬁ‘extremists.participated in

the violent demonstrations.

i_This assessment .may change as additional information is collected and
snformation. continues to- be evaluated.

analyzed and as.currently available i
and the US Govermment is working with Libyan’

--The investigation is on-going,
hose responeible for the- deaths US citizens.

authorities to bring to justice t

UNCLASSIFIED




UNCLASSIFIED

f’_ "*,“, From: Matthew G. Olsen Subject: JAIN} RE:
’ \:’,:I_ Date: 09/15/2012 1116 AM 1, 'Rhodes, Benjamin L' JM ,‘Robert Cardillo, Alan
\, ; R Ping-_, i mark.giuliang 0 -
il jeingl lisa.monaco| Mark Gluliano
Ce. .[cx k OcrR/OVT =o
EiZ —Fo ]

Pleasa respond fo “Matthew:
G. Olsen” .

J ~r

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED

Adding the correct email for -Giuliano.

----- Original Message----- ’

From: Rhodes, Benjamin J. .[mailto:Benjamin; J. Rhodes| b
Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 11:12 AM

To: MICHAEJM: Robert Cardillo; Alan R Pino; Matthew G. Olsen;
mark.giuliand fjeingl

cTik ¥O |

This is good by me.

----- Criginal Message-----
From: michaej ' mailto:michaejm{
Sent: Saturday, Seph ; 2012 11:08 = -
To: Robe al o matt.olsenf:_—__:l
Rhedes, Benjamin J.;
=
K4

sulliv | mark.giulian
ol
ce: [ <z © czH ¥o ]

1isa.monacol
Subject:

Let me

Per the discussion at Deputies, hexe are the-revised TPs for HPSCI.
know what you thimk.

--The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations im
Benghazi were spontaneously inspired by the, protests at the US Embassy in
Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against ‘the US Consulate and
subsequently its annex. There are indications: that extremists participated in
the violent demonstrationms.- ’

—-This assessment may change -as additional information is collected and
analyzed and -a8 currently available information ‘continues to.be evaluated.

-UNdLASS IFIED




UNCLASSIFIED

--The investigation is. on-goiang; and the US Government is-workihg-with Libyan
authorities to bring to justice ‘those responsible. for the-deaths US citizens.

UNCLASSIFIED

fal i
i@



'UNCLASSIFIED

N From: Rhodes; BenjaminJ. Subject: [AINJRE: -

{‘Q  Date: DSH5/201211:25AM 1. ‘micha Robert. Cardi
LY . . alanmp olsen
2 sullivani | mark.giuliand _
. - . < Ce | ez och czﬁs?ﬁ_ﬁ ”
Fo [ (A Fo

Please respond to "Rhodss,
Benjemin J.° ,

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED

_____________ P W ¥ )

s

One edit for accuracy:

--The currently available.information suggests that the demonstrations in
Benghazi were. spontaneously inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in
Cairc and evolved into a direct assault against the Us {cut: Consulate)
diplomatic post in Benghazi and gubsequently its annex. There are indications
that -extremists participated im the violent demonstrations.

collected and

--This assessment may change as additional information is
to be evaluated.

analyzed and as currently available’ information continues

working with Libyan

--The investigation is on=-going, and the US Government is
- deaths ©US citizens.

authorities to bring to justice those responsible for -the

————— Origimal ————- -
From: michaei [mgiltc':'mi‘chae.‘j’
Sent: Saturday, - 15, 2012 11:08 BM. e

To: Robert i alanzp| watt.olsed ]
sullivaniil mark.giuliano | 'Rhodes, Benjamin J.;
jeingl | Tisa.monacd ] = i

Ce: [Cxthoch, cxhovd , FO, CTAEC

Subject: ST

Per the discusesion at .Deputies, neré are the revised . TPs. for' HPSCI. Let me
know what you think. .

--The ‘currently availablie information suggests.-that the demonstrations in
Benghazi were sportaneously inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in

Cairo and evolved into a.direct assault againet the US Consulate and
subsequently its annex. There are indications that extremists participated in

the viclent demonstrations.
--This assessment may change as additional information. is collected and
UNCLASSIFIED

—

i



UNCLASSIFIED -

analyzed and as. currently available information continues: to be evaluated.

--The investigation is on-going; and the US Goveinment is- working with L:‘.byan‘
authorities to bring to justice those responsible for the deaths US citizens.

UNCLASSIFIED -



UNCLA:SS‘.I FIED

4 'T.mjr N From: Sullivan, Jacob J  Subject: [AIN] RE:
"y Date: 08/15/2012 11:26 AM 1o, Rhodes; Benjamin-J., michaejm; Robert.Cardilio, alenrp, -
' mattolsen, mark.giuliane, jeingli, lisa:monaco

o 'Lﬁocﬁ; ozal Fo | cxAFo

.Pteaserespond-m “Sullivan,
Jacob J° ;

CLASSIFICATION GNCLASSIFIED

This looks good. Two .small edits:.

i. We call it "the US mission® or the "US diplomatic post™ because it

is not actually a.Consulate.
2. There 15 a missing “of" in the. thlrd tic:

————— COriginal Message-----
From: Rhodes, Benjamin J. [mailto:Benjamin J. Rhodes4

Sent: Satur er 15, 2012 11:12 AM
To: ‘michas y : Robert. Cardill alan
matt.o “Sullivan Jacch J; mark.giu :Lan
jniTaT = - lisa.monac "T
e CrA e
cfhoPh Eo
ca EO | _ :

Subject: RE:

This is good by me.

----- Original Message-----
From: michaejf mailto: m:.ch.aejmtf:I

Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 11:08 2M. )
To: Robert.Cardill{ [alanr] hatt .olser |

giuliany Rhodes; Benjamin J.7

CEx Dch , A DR [ ro |

T
[S“ubj gctF: e l

per the discussion-at Peputies, here: dté:-the: revised TPs for HPSCI. Let

me know what you think.

--The currently available informatican- ‘suggests that the demonstraticns
in Benghazi were spontsneously ingpired by the protests: at the US
Embasay_in Cairo and evelved into a direct assault against the US

UNCLASSIFIED

7
— /
e




‘UNCLASSIFIED

Consulate and subsequently its annex. There are indications that
extremists participated in the violent- demonstrations. )

--This assessment may change as additional information is collected and
analyzed and as cuzrently available. information continues to be
evaluated. - . ’ oo T

--The investigation is on-going,. and'the US Govérnment is working with
Libyan authorities to-bring to- justice 'those responsible for the deaths

US citizens.

_UNCLASSIPIED

-9 =7



'UNCLASSIFIED

rf" 5 ™ From: Monaco, Lisa (NSD) ~ Subject: JAIN] RE: -
'L‘\é a Date: 091152012 11:46 AM 1o, © ymichael obenCardild ]
Nl ‘ alany oisen
——E sullivanf mark.giulian -
cc: cxrAhoc A CT A PR ] \
FO | cxé& Eo

Please respond-to “Monsco,
Lisa (NSD)®

B —o

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED

Michael - DOJ and FBI are 0k with these. thanks

----- Original Message----- : :

From: mickaej -{ma;ilto:;mi’-chaejr‘ | :
Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 11: '

To: Robert.Cardilld } alan | matt.ols

sulliva%ilii | mark.giulian Benjamin J. | es

jei . naco. Lisa (NSD) - - .

CC—=FC-I—‘—_'?4 och  LrAo?PA . FoO L& FO _I
Subject: * S - R — - _—

Per the discussion at Deputies, here are the reévised TPs for EPSCI. Let me
know what you think. L - .

--The currently available information suggests 'that.the. demonstrations in
Benghazi were spontaneously inspired by the protests-at the US Ewmbassy in
Cairo and evelved into a direct assault against -the US Consulate and
subsequently its annex. There are indications that-extremists participated in
the violent demonstrations. .-

--This assgesswent way chaﬁge as additional information is collected and
analyzed and as currently available information.continues. to be evaluated.

--The investigation is on-going, and the US Government is working with Libyan-
authorities to bring to justice those responsible.for the deaths US cicizens.

. UNCLASSIFIED

—

-



-Uwcﬁiéézs’:‘sp

¥l N From: inglis, John'C. : Subject [AIN] RE:
ts\é : . ‘Date: PU152012 11: 58 AM “Tor ‘Sullivan, Jacsb J', Rhodes, Benjamin.J. .
* ’ : Roben.Cardllld I

. . ce: CT AP .
N E-'"D—__ cx i T°
. . "Ingfis, Johin C", “Fleisch,
Plessorespondio “Inglls,. -~ - ;
JohnCY 2= "

e g -

CLASSIFICATION: -UNCLASSIETED

NSA. concurs w1th ‘the centent and ‘cast of "the builets. Thanks- for the chance

to review. CoL- S
Chris Inglis
----- Original e
From: michaej [mallto m;chae}ﬂ |
Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 11:08 aM - - S
To: Robert. cardilid =~ alanrpl ‘matt. olseil

Rh_od_c_es, ‘Benjamin -J. 7

jcinglﬂ : I T
Ce:| C=A OCA CThRoOCHA | Eo ]
[ cxAa FO [ A e

Subject: :

Per the discusesion at. Deputiea,Ahere are the revised TPs for HPSCI. Let

me know what yelthink. - ok

--The curreatly available“information suggesta that-the .demonstraticns
in Benghazi were spontaneously inspired By the protests at the: US:
Embassy ih Cairo and evolved into 'a direct .assault -against- the US
Consulate and subaequently its ahnex. There are indications that
xtremlsts particzpated~1n the v1oIent demonstratlons

--This. assessment may change as.- addltional informat;en is collected and
analyzed and as. currently avanlable‘information continues te be

evaluated. s

--The investigation. is om-going,. :and ‘the. Bs’ -Government: i-s- worklng with
Libyan authorities. to. -britg-tQ Justlce those,respons1ble~for the deaths

US citizens.

UNCLASSTFIED:

(«\

¥

...,»_;’
?
7
H

RN



L AOlh

From:

Sent: - aturday, September 15, 2012 12:03 PM

Yo: a

oer - ‘ |Ctﬁ oplY Fo |crA Fo

Subject: CHIN . . §

Michael, P ' .
red. I.am standing by to forward the latest

Looks like just about everyone has concur
version to the committees. )

Vir

----- Original Message -----
From: MICHAEIM

Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2612 11:68 AM - :
To: Robert Cardillo; Alan R Pino; Matthew G. Olsen; ‘sullivanjj - ;
<sullivanjj ; ‘mark. iulianq <mark.giulian ] i[:f__-r_w

‘Benjami <Benjamin J. R1nde§ — *jcingl
¢jcinelt S5 _manac . ¢<lisa monac
Cc: |[CTAOCA |, {xmolh [ Fo crér FO

Subject:

Per the discussion at Deputies, here are the revised TPs for HPSCI. Let me know what you
think.

--The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were
.pontaneously inspired by the protests at the US Embassy 'in.Cairo and evolved. inte 2 direct
assault against the US Consulate and subsequently its annex. There are indications that
extremists participated in the violent demonstrations.. :

--This assessment may.change as additional information is. collected. and analyzed and as
currently available information continues to be evaluated.

~--The investigation is on-going, and the US Government is working with Libyan authorities to
bring to justice those responsible for the deaths US citizens.

¥
™y

Lapas



zaro | IR - o

[Och

Before going to the committees, may I please ask you to send these to the Director? He needs
to know in advance what is going to the Hill in his name, even if it going with the force of
full interagency coordination. . - : : '

Cheers, [cx# Fo.

Cheers, |¢<=#& F?

----- Original Message ----- :
From: | (14 ouh .
Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2612 12:82 PR
© To: MICHAEIM

cc:[echorA | F2 | CeA £° |
Subject: Re:

Michael,
Looks like just about everyone has concurred. I am standing by 1o forward the latest

version to the committees. . &

----- Original Maessage -----
From: MICHAEIM

Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 11:08 AM ' i
To: Robert Cardillo; Alan R Pino; Matthew G. Olsen; ‘sullivanj

<sullivanij ; ‘mark.giuliand | <mark.giuliang

*Benjamin_J. Rhodes| | <Beniamin J. Rhoded ]Clngli(:]
<ic [k "Iisa.mopac ;

TR Ok }_Q;gﬁc;?ﬁ' L__fifl__J

Benijam

Per the discussion at Deputies; here are the revised TPs for HPSCI, Let me know what you
think, . " o

--The currently available information suggests that the demomstrations in Benghazl were
spontaneously inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct
assault against the US Consulate and subsequently its annex. There are indications that
extremists participated in the violent demonstrations. . : :

--This assessment may change as additional information is. collected.and analyzed and as
currently available information continues to be evaluated.

-The investigation is on-going, and the US Government is working with Libyan authorities te
-ing to justice those responsible for the deaths US citizens.-



| LA opPf

From: - LQ17ﬂ Oﬁﬂ | ) .

Sent: . mber 15, 2012 12:14 PM

“o: CrA OC A _MICHAEIM _

~C: [ Fo cx o !

Subject: EX . A’ £ N .

Hera's where‘we are with the tweaks after tweaks from Ben and. .Jake:

--The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were
spontaneously inspired. by the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evelved into a direct
assault against the US diplomatic post in Benghazi and subsequently its annex. There are
indications that extremists participated in the violent demonstrations.

--This assessment may changé as additional information is cdi}ectedzandlanalyzed and as
currently available information continues to be evdluated. ’

--The investigation is .on-going, and the US Government -1 working, with Libyan authorities to
bring to justice those responsible for the deaths of US citizens.

-=--~Opiginal Message---—-

From: [(+#A LA

Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 12:863 PM
To: MICHAEIM _ - .
~c:[ Cxholh, FO_, LTAFO |
ubject: Re: ’

Michael,
Looks like just ahout everyone has

version to the commitiees.

concurred. I am standing by to forward the latest’

vir
Och |

----- Opiginal Message -----
From: MICHAEIM ; X
Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2812 11:08 AM ;
To: Robert Cardillo; Alan R Pino; Matthew G. Olsén; *sullivani
¢sullivani ¢ ‘mark.giulianol | <mark.ziul i

‘Benjami, wode <Beniamin 3. Rhodega
<jcin ld '} "lisa.monac] | <lisa.monac
CC:‘CIA” ocfr; CTADRA . PO, (x4 FD:]
Subject: ’ L ? -

per the discussion at Deputies, here are ‘the revised TPs for HPSCI. .Let me know what you

think. - .
that thé‘dEmanstnations in Benghazi were

S. Embassy in Cairo and evelved into a direct
There are indications that -

--The currently available information suggests
spontaneously inspired by the protests at the U
-ssault against the US Consulate and subsequently its annex.
_xtremists participated in the violent demonstrations.

1




--This assessment may change as addifional information is collected and analyzed and as
currently available information continues to be evaluated.

--The investigation is on-going, and the US Govermment is.working with. Libyan authorities to
bring to justice those responsible for the deaths US citizenms.



UNCLASSIFIED

2N . .
‘/‘Q N From: RobeitCardilo Subject: [AINY Re:
Y d Date: 09/15/2012 1224 PM:- 145:  MICHAEJM; Alan R Pino.
lk“.:*;, Pi ] lto R ‘! » I.
©  Cardilo e

CLESSTFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED .

k4 ‘am, Michael.

B Original Message -----
From: MICHAEIM o
Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 12:20. PM
To- Robert Cardillo; -Alan.R Pino, B
Subject: Fw:

Robert, Alan--Evervone else has coordinated and HPSCI is walting not so
patiently. Are -you guys good? Michael

----- igi sage ----=-

From: |__%I€‘\' o P

Senf;_&gturda , September 15, 2012 12:13 PM
= b ’ :

CHAEJM

Here's where we are ‘with the tweaks-after tweaks from-Ben and Jake:

--The currently available infomatioﬁ- suggests that the demonstrations imn-

Benghazi were spontaneously inspired by the protests at the- US Embassy in

Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against-the US diplomatic post in
Benghazi and subsequently its annex. There are indications that extremists
participated in the violent demonstrations. ’

--This assessment may change as additiondl information is collected and
anzlyzed and as currently available information continues to be evaluated. .

--The investigation is onrgoing,-.and';'th'e gs Covernment is working with Libyan
authorities to bring to justice thosé responsible ‘for the deathks of US
citizens. .

UNCLASSIFIED

lev 1/’
o



UNCLASSIFIED

————— ssage-----

From:| CEA ;
Sent: Saturday, Septémber 15, 2012 12:03 PM
To: MICHAEJM

cc: [ccA ok, CLA FC _CEAFO

Subject: Re: = : o '_-I : ) '

Michael, ) .
Looks .like just about everyone has concurred. I am standing by to forward

the lateat vérsion to the conmittees.-

v/r
- eem

----- Original Message -----

From: MICHAEJM

Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 11:08 AM

To: Robert Cardillo; Alan R Pino; Matthew G. Olsen;

<gullivanjj ; '‘mark.giulian <mark.
'Benjamin J. odes| <Benjamin J._]

*jeingl <fcingli 11iga.monac

<li o 0 >
Cc:

WJ Efﬁ OCA cFADPA, CFA FoO

Per the discussiocn at Deputies, here .are the .revised TPs for HPSCI. Let me

know what you think.

--The curxently available information 'suggests: that the demonstrations in
Benghazi were spontaneously inspizred by the protests at the US Embassy in
Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US Consulate and
subsequently its annex. There.are indications that extremigts participated in

the violent demonstratioms.

additional information is collected and

--This assessment may change as
able information continues to be evaluated.

analyzed and as currently avail

and the US Government is working with Libyan

--The investigation is on-geing,
sible for the deaths US citizens.

authorities to bring to justice those respon

UNCLASSIFIED -
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'UNCLASSIFIED

{,: g From: WC.J:'AM? Subject: JAINJRE:
(.\\29 Date: 09/15/2012 1232 PM 15, MICHAEIM.| ct4 0P A CTA

ce: [z Fo_ | :

tol..- ) ’

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED,

This is to confirm in writing: I just ‘spoke with.Alan on. the phone. Allen
said he concurred with the TPs. -

————— Origfnal Message-----
From: MICHAEJIM

Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 12:13 PM
To: | Cx PR, CEFAOCA
Cc:lc:q& Ecn]

Subject: Re:

Thanks. I will bug Robexrt and Alan. .

e T —— _

Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012.12:13 FM

To: xR o6 |
co: [Cx £o | cTAFoO

Subject: :'

Here's where we are with ths tweaks aftez: tweaks from Ben and Jake:

--The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in
Benchazi were spontanecusly inspired by .the protests at the US Embassy in
Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against. the US diplomatic post in

Benghazi and subsequently. its annex. THere.are- indications that extremists

participated in the violent»demonstrations.

--Thia assessment -may changé -as additional information is collected and
analyzed and as currently available infoimation continues to be _eval‘uated,

and. the ‘OS: Government is working with Libyan

--The investigation is on-going,
hose responsible for the deaths of US

authorities to bring te- justice t
citizens.

UNCLASSIFIED




UNCLASSIFIED

s Original Message-----

From:[cx A 0CA]

Sent: Saturday, September.15, 2012 12:03 PM.
To: MICHAROM .. - -
Cc:[cra opA, ¢CTAFO
Subject: Re: ’

Michzel, . .
Looks like just about everyone has concurred. I am'standing by to forward

the latest version to the committees..

ezl

----- Original Message ----- -"
From: MICHAEJM ) . 5.
Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 11:06 AM.

To: Robert Cardillo; Alan R Pino; Matthew G. Olsen; tgullivani:
<sullivanjj| ) ; ‘mark.giul iand; | ' <m§!&gi_umg5'
'Benjamin J. Rhodeg . <Benjafiin J. Rhode

'jeinglil <jcinF11 _____ '1isa.monacd

<lisa.mopac )
Ce: | cxADLA , CTAOPA TccaFe] cEaAFOl
Subject: i i o —

. Per the diiscussion at Deputies, here are the revisad T?s for HPSCI. Let me

know what you think.

information suggests that the demonstrations in

ests at the US Embassy in

the US Consulate and

hat extremists participated in

--The currantly available
Benghazi were spontaneocusly inspired by the prot
Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against
subsequently its. annex. There axe indications t
the violent demomstratioams. . -

tional infoimation. is collected and

--This asssesment may change as addi
{nformatién continues to be evaluated.

analyzed and ae currently available

Government is working with Libyan

--The investigation is on-going, and the US
ble for the deaths US citizens.

authorities .to bring to justice those responsi

UNCLASSIFIED

A




.UNCLASSIFIED

. )
"Qg) Fom: [C 5 DCA|  Subject [AIN]Re:

Bate: 09/15/2012 12:43 PM To MICHAEJM

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED

Copy...on it.

----- Origimal Message -----

From: MICHAEJIM

Sent: Satnwdav Sentemher 18 2012 12:37 BM
To: | CT°h oA , CEADCH o
ce:llczar P2 | cEAFO
Subject: Re:

g?irj evervene has coordinated. |02 A | has captured the changes below. Please
run the points by the Director, then det them to HPSCI. I spoke to the
Director earlier about Stats’s deep concerms about mentioning the warnings and
the other work dons on this, but you will want to reemphdsize in your note to

DCIA. Thanks. Michael ]

Prom:| CEA 0 A 1 . .
Senf: Sabfnr , September 15, 2012 12:13 PM
To: |[LERADLHA

Ce: LA FO |C.;::A-Po| : . 3

Subject: RE:.

Here's where we are with the tweaks after twesks from Ben.and Jake:

--The currently available informdtion suggests that the demonstratioms in
Benghazi were. spontaneously inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in
Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US @iplomatic post in
Benghazi and subsequently its annex. There are indications that extremists
participated in the violeant demonstrations.

--Thiz assessment may change as additional. information is collected and
analyzed and.as-currently_available_information-continueS:to be'evaluated.

--The investigation is on-going, and the US Government is working with Libyan
authorities to Bring to justice those responsible .for the. deaths of US

UNCLASSIFIED

>
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UNCLASSIFIED

citizens.

----- Original Message-----
From: IK%T;.@ =X . s - - ==

Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 12:03 PM

To: MICHARTM -
ce: [ CFA DR [cz& Fo | (=A FO]
Subject: Re: i— o

Michael, . ’ . .
Looks like just about ‘everyone has concurred. I am sranding by to forward

the latest version tec the committees.

V/r
Oc¢
————— Original Message -----

From: MICHAEJM -
Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 11:08 AM

To: Robert =4 \Tan R Pino; Matﬁﬁff:f::fjsen; tgullivanj
<sullivanj AL julian <ma i

‘Benjamin J. Rhode <Benjamin_ J._
+jeinglil <jeinglif | "1isa.monac
<lisa.monac | e . )
cc:[CEA OCA , c TAOPA , CEAFO, CTAFO ]
Subject: ) . . B

Per the discussion at Dépaties, here are ‘the revised TPs for HPSCI. Let me
kaow what you think. a0

rmation suggests that.the demonstrdtioms in
Benghazi were spontaneously inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in

Cairo and evolved into a direct assault, against the US Consiulate and
subseguently.its amnex. There are indications that extremists participated in

the violent demonstrations. .

--The currently available info

--This assessment may change as additional informatidn is collected and
analyzed and as currently available information continues to be evaluated.

and the ﬁé Government is working with Libyan

--The investigation is ea-going,
ible for ‘the deaths US citizens.

authorities to bring to justice those respons

UNCLASSIFIED
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Sullivan, Jacob J

“rom: Sullivan, Jacob J
sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 12:44 PM
To: Nuland, Victoria J

--The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were
spontaneously inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into 2 direct
assault against the US Consulate and subsequently its annex. There are indications that
extremists participated in the violent demonstrations.

--This assessment may change as additional information is collected and analyzed and as
currently available information continues to be evaluated.

--The investigation is on-going, and the US Government 1s working with Libyan authorities to
bring to justice those responsible for the deaths US citizens.

9o



(rh OCh ) ' - ]

From: | CEA OCH

Sent: ; mber 15, 2012 12:51 PM

“o: DAVIDHP74 T = =
Ce: MICHAEJMé f ED |DvezAfcos, F8lcxA oA lcza och |
Subject: Hiit Talking Points - = = = .

sir,

Here are the inter agency approved points for the Hill. They were worked through the BC
this morning and were then shot out for final approval. As mentioned last night, State had
voiced strong concerns with the original text due to the criminal investigation. That said,
I understand NSS is working an all members briefing this coming week and these are a good

starting point.
s and to leadership.

With your concurrence we will get them to our oversight committee

v/e

ez Jocer

--The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi wera
spontaneously inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in Cairc and evelved into a direct
assault against the US diplomatic post in’ Benghazi and subsequently its annex. There are
indications that extremists participated in the viclent demonstrations.

--This assessment may change as additional information is collected and analyzed and as
currently available information continues to be evaluated.

--The investigation is on-going, and the US Government is working with Libyan authorities to
wing to justice those responsible for the deaths of US citizenms.

1



U SUN

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

usun
Saturday. September 15, 2012 2:21 PM
JsSON )
Re: SBUICLOSEHOLD: 0800 SVTS on Movie Protests/Violence

please do--1 have not reached out.

Best,
v

From: uUsund

Sent: Saturday, September 15. 2012 02:15 PM

Ta: UsSUW | ;

subject: Re: SBU/CLOSEH

I'm going to email Jake on the libya points references below unles
" e know,

OLD 0800 SVTS on Movie protests/Violence

s either of you are linked in to this effort. Pls let

From: USuWN

Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 01:23 PM

To: Rice, Susan E (USUN);
T LSUN
subject: SBU/CLOSEHOLD

vsuns 7 DiCarlo, Rosemary A (USUN); WSV

+ 0800 SVTS on Movie Protests/Violence



Libya:

e

i 52
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o  HPSClrequest: Late this week, CIA Director Petraeus gave the HPSCia “hots spots” briefing and was asked for
unclassified talking points that its members could use about incident in Benghazi. {Apparently NCTC Director
Mat: Olson received a similar committee from a congressiona! committee.) The first dra® apparently seemed
unsuitable (based on conversations on the SVTS and afterwardsj because they seemed toencourage the reader
to infer incorrectly that the CIA had warned about a specific attack on our embassy. Cn the SVTS, Morell roted
that these points were not good and he had taken a heavy editing hand to them. He noted that he would be
happy to work with Jake Sullivan and Rhodes to develop appropriate talking points. McGonough, on Rhodes's
behalf, deferred to Sullivan. It was agreed that jake would work closely with the intelligence community (within
a smail group) to finalize points on Saturday that could be shared with HPSCL. | spoke to Jake immediately after
the SVTS and noted that you were doing the Sunday morming shows and would need to be 2ware of the final
posture that these points took. He committed to ensure that we were updated in advance of the Sunday
shows. | specifically mentioned UDUM as the one coordinating your preparations for the shows and also

strangly encouraged him to loop in USUP during the process.



Cxfoch
From: DAVIDHP74

Sent: Saturdav. nglamber 15, 2012 2:27 PM

To: A och! — . F : i

Co: MICHAEIM:| cxfFo [ Doceafeos  Fo |cxh -0?A | cx=éh —och]
Subjeet: RE: Hill Talking Poihts ; N =

No mention of the cable te Cairo, either? Frankly, I'd just .as soon not use this, then...
NSS's call, to be sure; however, this is certainly not what vice Chairman Ruppersberger was

hoping to get for unclas use. Regardless, thx for the great work -

R ?fifinal ssagel-*-- B
From: |C=f Och ;

Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2812 12:51 PM

To: DAVIDHP74 S—
Cc: MICHAEIM; [Cpr-Fo|[Opiuh [@s  Fo JcTh OPA || CEA och ]
Subject: Hill Talking Points. ’ ) )

Sip,
Here are the inter agency approved points for the Hill. They were worked through the OC
this morning and were then shot out for final approval. _As mentioned last night, State had
volced strong concerns with the original text due ‘to the criminal investigation. That said,

I understand NSS is working an all members briefing this coming week and these are a good
starting point. , :
With your concurrence we will get them

. ¥/ ».

¢ [0Ch) '

--The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were
spontanecusly inspired by the protests at the US Eribassy in Cairo and evolved into 2 direct

assault against the US diplomatic post in Benghazi and subsequently its annex. There are
indications that extremists participated in the Vjolent:demonstratians.

-to our oversiéht committees and to leadership.

--This assessment may change as additional information is.collected and analyzed and as
currently available information céntinues to be evaluated.

--The investigation is on-going, and the US Government is working with Libyan authorities to
bring to justice those responsible for the deaths of US citizens.

N



Sullivan, Jacob J

“rom: Sullivan, Jacob J

sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 2:44 PM
To: USLUN

Cc: VSUN

Subject: Re: Libya - Unclass IC pts

Coming your way.

----- Original Message -----

From: VUSUN

Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 ©2:33 PM
To: Sullivan, Jacob 3

Cc: USUN

Subject: Libya - Unclass IC pts

jake - understand from VSUN that you're working a set of unclass 1€ pts on libya for the
Hill. If these are going to be finalized by Sunday am (or coB today), can we get a copy for
Susan to ensure we're on the same msg? Happy to have usuw work with whomever on the
State team is handling this, unless it's you - in which case happy to get them directly.
Whatever is easiest.

Many thx.

USun

b



Sullivan, Jacob J

“rom: Sullivan, Jacob J

sent: Saturdav. September 15, 2012 2:44 PM
To: (PR

Subject: Fw:

Chack out the below. You and USum should confirm w Ben that Susan can deploy tomorrow.

----- Original Message -----
Erom: Sullivan, Jacob J
Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2812 11:26 AM

To: 'Rhodes, Benjamin J.' <Benjamin J. Rhodes@ __ .3 'michaejm@ '
<michaeim@ »; Robert.Cardillof <Robert.Cardillo >3 alanrp@ e
<alanrp@ »; matt.olsen@ <matt.olsen >; mark.giuliano@h
<mark.giuliano@ »3 jcingli@ <jcingli@ >; lisa.monacofe L
¢<lisa.monacom >
Cc: . &ax ol RV T4 Cr

- FO '3 ik O >
Subject: RE:

This looks good. Two small edits:

1. We call it “"the US mission™ or the "ys diplomatic post” because it is not actually a
Consulate.
2. There is a missing “of" in the third tic.

————— Originzl Message-----
From: Rhodes, Benjamin J. [mailto:Benjamin J. Rhodes@
Sent: Saturcay, September 15, 2012 11:1iz AM

To: 'michaejm{ "5 Robert.Cardillof i alanrp(k : matt.olsen@ :
sullivan, Jzcob J; mark.giulianof = ; jcinglif : lisa.monacof
QA 0FA Cik 0T . 6 wfk FO

Subject: RE:
This is gooc by me.

----- Originzl Message-----

From: michaein@ [mailto:michaejmf ]

Sent: Saturcay, September 15, 2012 11:08 AM

To: Robert.Cardillo@ ; alanrp@ d matt.olsen@ ; sullivanii@ H
mark .giulianc@” ;3 Rhodes, Benjamin J.; icingli@ ; lisa.monaco@

Cc: Rk O Cik 2p A O ;0 UK o

Subject: .

per the discussion at Deputies, here are the revised TPs for HPSCI. Let me know what you
think.

--The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were
spontaneously inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct
assault against the US Consulate and subsequently its annex. There are indications that
extremists participated in the violent demonstrations.

--This assessment may change as additional information is collected and analyzed and as
currently available information continues to be evaluated.

1
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and the US Government 1s working with Libyan authorities to

--The investigation is on-going,
for the deaths US citizens.

‘bring to justice those responsible

7Y



[ C_’\—‘ﬁo(/!"fj

From: LC::A oct ’ e -
Sent: turday, ember 15, 2012 3:09 PM
Yo: MICHAEIM;| c=a opPA

Ce: . [ Po cxh FO

Subject: Re:

The email has been sent to the Hill.

[oca |

== == Original Message -----

From: MICHAEIM

To:| ¢CchoP A A OCh

Ce:l| po | CFA Fo

Subject: Re:

OCH }everyone has coordinated. | ¥ f Ihas captured the changes below. Please run the points

y the Director, then get them to HPSCI. I spoke to the Director earlier about State’s deep
concerns about mentioning the warnings and the other work done on this, but you will want to

reemphasize in your note to DCIA. Thanks. Michael

----- Original Message -----
From: ] (A oP A

Sent: f, September 15, 2012 12:13 P
To:| ¢ OCA [MICHAETM .
“c:| PD ’CrA-Fa_I :
subject:t RE: o

Here's where we are with the tweaks after tweaks from Bén and Jake:

--The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were
spontaneously inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in Caire and evolved into a direct
assault against the US diplomatic post in Benghazi and.subsequently its annex. There are
indications that extremists participated in the violent demonstrations.

--This assessment may change as additional information is collected and analyzed and as
currently available information continues to be evaluated. ’

--The investigation is on-going, and the US Governmént is working with Libyan authorities to
bring to justice.those responsible for the deaths of US citizens. ’

2 September 15, 2812 212:83 PM &
To: MICHAEIM e

Ccl (zAovp, Fo , ¢
Sﬂ!;{ject: Re: el ED

Jichael, -

g
ol



USUN

From: Rhodes, Benjamin J. [Benjamin_,d._Rhodes@t |
Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 7:12 PM

To! USUN  NSC Deputy Press Secretary

Subject: Re:

Yup

From: SUN

Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 05:59 PM
To: Rhodes, Benjamin 1.; Vietor, Tommy
Subject: FW:

Is this the final language you want to use on Benghazi? Have short window to get her something on paper soon.

————— Original Message ---—
From: Sullivan, Jacob J

Subject: Fw:
Check out the below. You and vseashould confirm w Ben that Susan can deploy tomorrow.

————— Original Message ---—
“rom: Sullivan, Jacob J
ent; Saturday, September 15, 2012 11:26 AM

o: 'Rhodes, Benjamin J.! <Benjamin 1. Rhodes@ >: ‘michasjm@ <michaeimi@ __ _ >
Robert.Cardillo@ <Robert.Cardillo@ >, alanp(@ <glanp@ >; matt.olsen@
<matt.olsen@ >; mark. giuliano@ » <mark.giuliano@. >; jcingli@ <jcingli@ >
lisa.monacalm <lisa.monacof{@ >

Ce:, Aot CuLis OFPE 5 FO

r
; TLH Feo
Subject: RE:

This looks good. Two smali edits:

1. We call it "the US mission" or the "US diplomatic post" because it is not actually a Consulate.
7. There is a missing “of" in the third tic.

--—--Original Message--—-

From: Rhodes, Benjamin J. [mailto:Benjamin_J. Rhodes(@

Sent; Saturday, September 15, 2012 11:12 AM

To: 'michagjm(@h : Robert.Cardillo@ - alanm(@. - matt.olsen(t Sullivan, Jecob J;
mark.giuliano@): 5 jcingli@ ; lisa.monaco@ '

Cc: Gk OLK L O Ll F

Subject: RE:

This is good by me.

---—Original Message—---

-om: michaeim@  [mailto:michaejm@
ent: Saturday, September 15,2012 1 1:08 AM _ o
To: Robert.Cardillo@ ; alanrp@: matt.olsen(@ ; sullivanji@: ; mark.giuliano@, ; Rhodes,

(OO



