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Special Four-Part Investigative Series Killings At The Canal: The Army Tapes 

to air on Anderson Cooper 360° beginning Nov 17th  
  

Anderson Cooper 360° reports Killings At The Canal: The Army Tapes, a powerful and provocative four-

part series about U.S. soldiers who were convicted of murder on the battlefield. The series runs over four nights 

beginning Tuesday, November 17th, and concludes Friday night, November 20th.  

Three sergeants used their service pistols to execute four Iraqi men they had in custody who they believed 

were insurgents. Questions have emerged: On the battlefield, is murder a crime? And is the Army’s policy on 

detainees realistic for its soldiers in the battlefield?  

While many were focused on the outcome of the presidential election, courts-martial were underway at a 

U.S. Army base in Germany. Ultimately three army sergeants were found guilty of the execution-style murders of 

the four Iraqis their 13-man unit had detained.  The soldiers were certain the Iraqis were insurgents who had been 

shooting at them. But under Army rules for holding detainees, they knew they could not meet the burden of proof -- 

and they feared the suspects would be released only to be shooting at soldiers again. So the sergeants made a 

decision:  bypass the detention center, take them to a canal, and kill them.  

Anderson Cooper 360° also obtained almost 24 hours of interrogation footage which includes a confession 

from one of the sergeants.  

In the series, investigative correspondent Abbie Boudreau and senior investigative producer Scott Zamost 

also shine a light on the U.S. Army’s policy about how to handle detainees, a policy that was a response to the 

abuses of Abu Ghraib.  Some say it puts an undue burden of proof on U.S. soldiers. 

On Saturday, November 21st at 8pm ET, CNN's Special Investigations Unit premieres an hour-long special 

titled Killings At The Canal: The Army Tapes. The special will reair Sunday, Nov. 22nd at 8pm ET.   

CNN Worldwide, a division of Turner Broadcasting System, Inc., a Time Warner Company, is the most 

trusted source for news and information. Its reach extends to nine cable and satellite television networks; one private 

place-based network; two radio networks; wireless devices around the world; CNN Digital Network, the No. 1 

network of news Web sites in the United States; CNN Newsource, the world’s most extensively syndicated news 

service; and strategic international partnerships within both television and the digital media. 



 

  

 


