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CAMBRIDGE POLICE DEPARTMENT
CAMABRIDGE, MA

Incident Report #9005127

| Report Entered: 07/16/2009 12:21:34

Case Tils ~ Loeation Apt/Untt #
@ WARE ST
Date/Time Raported Date/Time Occurred
O7M6/2008 12:44;00 to
Incidant Type/Offense
1.} DISGRDERLY CONDUCT ¢272 S53 —
Reporting Officar Approving Officer
CROWLEY, JAMES (45T) WELSON HLJOSERH {213)
Persons
Role  Name Sex Race Age DOB Phone Address
WITNESS WHALEN, LUCIA 40 BN 1
- _ C SR VA
Offenders
Status Nare Sex  Resce  AgeDOB Phone Address

DEFENDANT GATES, HENRY MALE BLACK 58 - GESUNG L SMWABEEP B WARE ST
¢ CAMBRIDGE, MA

" Vehicles

Property .
Class Description Make Model Serial # Value

Narrative

On Thursday July 18, 2008, Henry Gates, Jr. NN, of @ 'Ware Street, Cambridge, MA) was placed

utider arrest at §'Wsre Street, after heing abservad exhisiting foud and tumultuous behavier, In & publio place,
diracted at a untformed pollcs officar who was present invastigating a report of & crime in progress. These aclions
on the bahalf of Gates served no lagitimate purpose and csused ciizens passing by this location ta stop and t=ke
notice while appaaning strprised and slarmed,

On tha above {ima and date, | was on uniformed duty in an unmarket! palice oruiger sssigned fo the
Administration Section, working from 7:00 AM-3:30 PM, At approximately 12:44 PM, | was operating my crulser
on Harvard Street near Warg Street. At that time, { nvarheard an EGC broudcast for a possibla bregk in
progress at ff Ware Street. Due to my proximity, § responded.

When | arrived at @ Ware Street | radioed ECC and asked that they heve the caller meet me et the front door to
this residenca. | waa told that the calier was alreedy outside. As | was getting this infarmation, | climbed the parch
stairs toward tha front door, As | reached the door, 3 female voice called out to me. | turmed and looked in

the direction of the volcs and observed a white female, later identified as Lucia Whalen, Whalen, who was

standing oh the sidewalk in front of the residence, held a wireless telephone in her Hand and told me that it was she
who cal es She want on to tell me that she ahserved what appeared fo be two black males with backpacks on the

man wedging hig shoukder into the door as if he was trylng to farce entry. Since | was the only police afticer on

Incation and had my back to the front door as | spoke with her, | asked that she wait for nther responding officers
while | invastigatad further. :
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As | tumed and faced the door, 1 could see an older black male standing b the foyer of § Ware Street. 1 made

this observation through the glass paned front doar. As | stoad in plain view of this mar, later identified as Gates, |
asked 7 he would step out onto the parch and speak with me. He replisd "no | will not™. He ther demanded to know
who lwes. | 1old him that | was "Sgt. Crowley from the Cambridgs Police” and that | was “investigeting a report of a
break in progress” at the residence. While | was raking this statement, Gates opened the  frant door and
axciaimed "why, because 'm & biack man in Amenica?”. | then asked Gates if there was anyane else in tha
residonce, While yelling, ha told me that {t was none of my business and acoused me of being a racist police
officer. | acsured Gates that | was responding to a cliizen’s cali 1o the Camuridge Police and that the caller

was outsida as we spoke, Gates seemad to ignore me atd plcked up a cordiess elephone and disjad an unkiown
tajaphone number, As he did xo, | radioed on channel 1 that | wae off in the residence with someona who
appedred to be a resident but very uncocperative. | then overheard Gates asking the person on the other end

of his telephone call to "get the chief" and "what's the chiefs name?". Gates was telling the person on the

other snd of the call that he was dealing with & racist police officer in,_hls home, Gates Hen turned to me and told
me that | had no idea who | was "messing” with and that 1 had net hoard the last of it While | was led fa believa
that Gates was lawfully in the residence, I was quite surprised and confused with the behavior he exhikited toward
me. | asked Gates 1o provide ma with photo identification sg that ! could verify that he reskied al P Ware

Streat and so that | could radio my findings to ECC. Gates Initialty refused, demanding that | shaw him idertification
but then did supply me with a Hacvard Univarsity identification card. Upon learning that Gates was affiliated wilth
Harvard, | radioed and requested the presenca of the Harvard University Police.

With the Harvard University identification In hand, | radlosd my findings ECGC  on channe! twe and prepared

10 leave, Gates again asked for my name which { began 1o provide, Gates began ta ysli over my spaken words

by accusing me of belng a racist police officer and leveling threats that ha wasn't someone 1o mass with. At some
polnt during this exchunge, | bacame aware that Off. Carlos Figuema was standing behind me. Whan Gates arked
a third time for my name, | explained to him that § had provided it at hie request two separate tines, Gales
continiued to yell at e, 1 told Gates that | was leaving his residence and that If he hag any other questions
regarding the matter, 1 would speak with him outside of the residence.

Az bagan walking through the foyer toward the front door, | could hear Gates sgaln demanding my name. |
again told Gates that | would speak with him outelde, My reason for wanting to teave the residence was that
Gates was velling very Joud snd the acoustics of the kitchen and foyer were making it difficult for me fo

transmit partinent informatian 1o ECC or other respanding units. His reply was "ya, Ul epeak with your mama
outside*. When | ieft the residencs, | noted that there were several Cambridge and Harvard University police
officers assermbled on the sidewalk in front of tha residence, Additionally, the caller, Ms. Walen and at least seven
unidentified pagsers-by were oaking in the direction, of Gates, who had followed me outslde of the rasidence,

Ag | dascended the stairs to the sidewalk, Gates continued fa yeli at e, aceusing me of raciai bias and continued
16 101l e that | had not heard the last of him. Dute to he tumuituous manner Gates had exhibited In his residence
as well o8 his continued tumuhuous behavior cutsida the resldencs, in view of fhe publle, i wamed Gates that
ne was becoming disorderly. Gates ignoned my waming and cartinued to yell, which drew the zttention of hoth
ihe polics afficera and citizens, who appeared surprised and alarmed by Gates's outburst, For a sacond iima |
warned Gates 1o calm down while { withdrew my department Issued handcufts from their cartying case.
Gales again ignored my warning and continuad o yall at me. it was at this time thet | informad Gates that ha was
uhder armest. | then siéppad up tha stairs, anta the porch and attempted to place handouffs on Gates. Cates
inftially resisted my atampt to handeuff him, yaliing that he was "gisabied” and would fall without his cana. After the
handouffs wers propery applled, Gates complained that they were loo tight. | ardered Off. vey, who was
among the respanding officers, to handau# Gates with  hls arms it fronl of him for his comfort while | secured
a caha for Gates from within the residsnce. | then asked Gales if he would ilke an officer to fake possasaion cf
niz houss key and secure his front door, which he left wide open. Gates told me that tha door was un securabls
dus to a previous break attempt ot the residence, Shartly thereafter, a Harvard University maintenance

rean arrived o gcene and appeared familiar with Getes, | apked Gates If he was comfortable with this

rvard Unlvarsity maletenance person secuting his residence. He told me fhat ha was,

ARar a briaf consuitation with Sgt. Lashley and upon Gates's raquest, he wos transported to 125 &th. Street in
& pollca crutser (Car 1, Offs Graham and lvey) whers he was bookad and processed by Off. J. P. Crewiey.
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On July 18, 2008 at approximately 12:44 PM, | Officar Figueroa#s09 responded 10 &n ECL broadeast for a possible

preak at {# Ware St When | arrived, | stepped inta the fesidence and Sgt. Crawley had siready entered and was

speaking to a black mela.

Az | atapped I, | heard Sgt. Crowdey ask for the gentieman's information which he stated "NO [ WILL NQTYP,

The gertieman was shouting aut to the Sgt, that the Sgt..was a taciet and yelled that "THIS IS WHAT HARPENS

TO BLACK MEN [N AMERICA!" As the Sgt. was trying to calnm the gantiaman, the gentieman shouted ™ You don't

know who yourmessing with!” .

1 stepped out to gather the information from the reporting person, WHALEN, LUCIA, M. Whalen stated to me that

she saw 8 man wedging hia shoulder into the fromt door a8 10 pry the door open. As [ returned to the residence,

2 group of ohlookers were now on scena. The Sgt., along with the gentleman, were now on the porch of{

VWare St. and again he was shouting, now ta the oplookers (sbout sever) FTHIS IS WHAT HAPPENS TO LACK

MEN IN AMERICAM Tha gentieman refusad to listen to as ta why the Cambridge Police were thers, )

\é}ﬂﬁ‘llle on the porch, the gentisman rafused o be cobperativa and cantinued shouting that tha Sgt. is racist police
cer,
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Case Title Location : Aptinit #
DISCGRDERLY GONDUCY '
Date/Time Reparied Date/Thne Qocurred
Q7/1612009 12:44:00 to
incidem TypefOfense
1.} DISORDERLY CONPUCT ¢272 853 —
Reporting Officer Appreving Officer
FIGUEROA, CARLOS (508) WILSON litJOSEPH (213)
Persons
Role Name Sex Race Age DCB Phone Address

WHALEN, LUCIA 40 g o ,

: ' C Giaing MA

Offenders
Statis Name Sax Race Ags ooB Phone Address
Vehicles
Property ‘
Class Dascription Make Maode!l Serial # ‘ Valua
Narrative :

- Agency Incident # Report # Date Report Status
CAM-PD 9005127 1 07/16/2009 12:44:00 {COMPLETED
Case Title/Victim Incident Type/Offeuse
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